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Abstract: This study takes the ideological and political education (IGPE) teaching design 

of the core course "Child Development Psychology" in higher vocational colleges' 

preschool majors as an example. By analyzing the current state of IGPE research in the 

"Child Development Psychology" course, it proposes three major teaching design 

principles: seeking truth from facts, inspiring innovation, and focusing on practical effects. 

The study deeply explores the elements of IGPE in three aspects: the educational goals of 

IGPE, the content and methods of IGPE teaching, and the evaluation system of IGPE, in 

order to find an organic integration of the "Child Development Psychology" course with 

ideological and political education, and to promote the comprehensive improvement of 

students' political and ideological literacy as well as their professional knowledge and 

skills. 

1. Introduction  

In 2020, the Ministry of Education issued the Guidelines for the Construction of Ideological and 

Political Education in College Courses, emphasizing the importance of teachers, courses, and 

classrooms as key elements to build a comprehensive education system. Early childhood education 

is the foundation of basic education. Vocational colleges bear the important responsibility of 

training kindergarten teachers, and the core course Child Development Psychology plays a pivotal 

role in subsequent studies[1]. By analyzing the current situation and existing problems of the 

implementation of ideological and political education in the "Child Development Psychology" 

course for preschool education majors in higher vocational colleges, this study explores the 

integration points of ideological and political elements with practical teaching activities of 

professional courses, thereby improving the teaching quality and educational outcomes of 

professional courses. 
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2. Analysis of the Current State of Ideological and Political Education Research in the Course 

"Child Development Psychology" for Preschool Education Majors in Higher Vocational 

Colleges 

A search on the China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) for the keywords "preschool 

child development psychology + course ideology and politics" and "early childhood education 

psychology + course ideology and politics" yielded a total of 19 journal articles, including 1 article 

indexed by AMI. Upon analysis of these 19 journal papers, it is evident that since 2020, the 

construction of course ideology and politics in the field of preschool child development psychology 

has increasingly gained the attention of experts and scholars from various vocational colleges. The 

existing literature, in terms of research subjects, mainly covers secondary vocational education[2], 

higher vocational education[3], and five-year vocational education programs (3 years of secondary 

vocational education plus 2 years of higher vocational education)[4]. Regarding research methods, 

qualitative research is predominantly employed[ 5 ]. In terms of research content, there are 

explorations of ideological and political elements within the curriculum[6], studies on teaching 

models and methods[7], as well as opinions on existing issues in curriculum ideological and political 

education and suggestions for countermeasures[8]. In summary, the research on course ideology and 

politics in "Preschool Child Development Psychology" is a long-term and systematic process that 

involves multi-dimensional and interdisciplinary collaboration. Although existing research has 

significant reference value, there is still considerable room for exploration in the empirical 

exploration of "Preschool Child Development Psychology," and in the implementation and 

refinement of ideological and political elements in specific teaching content and methods. 

3. Principles of Ideological and Political Education Teaching Design in the "Child 

Development Psychology" Course for Preschool Education Majors 

Incorporating ideological and political elements into the teaching of "Child Development 

Psychology" does not mean that each class and chapter must mechanically and dogmatically embed 

them. Instead, it should be integrated in a systematic and ingenious way by combining the 

characteristics of the discipline, following the laws of ideological and political education, and 

carefully polishing the teaching design. Specifically, the following principles should be adhered to: 

3.1. The principle of seeking truth from facts 

The selection of teaching content should comprehensively and truly reflect the tremendous 

achievements and outstanding results made in the construction of our country's socialist preschool 

education since its founding, while also facing existing preschool education issues and social 

concerns. This allows students to deeply understand the complexity, arduousness, and challenges of 

preschool education, thereby stimulating their sense of social responsibility and mission, making 

them preschool educators in the new era who have both knowledge and emotional commitment. 

3.2. The principle of inspiring innovation 

The selection of teaching methods should be flexible and diverse, inspiring innovation. Modern 

information technology should be ingeniously employed to present new ideas, concepts, 

technologies, and methods in preschool education from all dimensions and in a three-dimensional 

manner, using a novel discourse system that students find engaging. This approach allows students 

to be cultivated and influenced in the subtle and imperceptible new form of ideological and political 

teaching within the "Child Development Psychology" course, thereby achieving guidance in 
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preschool educational thought and political identification. 

3.3. The principle of focusing on practical results 

In terms of teaching evaluation and feedback, a variety of methods such as regular random 

conversations, surveys, and feedback from internship units should be employed to dynamically 

monitor the effectiveness of the implementation of ideological and political education in the "Child 

Development Psychology" course, and make timely adjustments based on the actual reception by 

students. This approach aims to change the current examination methods that emphasize outcomes 

over processes and written tests over practical experience. It explores the establishment of a 

people-oriented multi-dimensional course ideological and political evaluation system, effectively 

bridging the "last mile of education." 

4. Exploration of Ideological and Political Education Teaching Design in the "Child 

Development Psychology" Course for Preschool Education Majors 

The target audience for this course is freshman students who generally lack foundational 

knowledge in their major but are curious and interested in psychology, showing a strong thirst for 

knowledge and spirit of exploration. When designing and implementing the ideological and 

political education for this course, this characteristic of the students should be fully considered. The 

teaching should adhere to the guidance of Marxist theory and delve into the ideological and political 

educational resources of the course. In line with the standards for cultivating talents in the new era, 

the ideological and political education goals for each chapter should be refined[9], the classroom 

teaching ideas and methods should be organized, and the specific content, links, and steps of the 

ideological and political education should be deeply designed. Efforts should be made to explore 

the establishment of a student-centered, scientifically sound, and multi-dimensional evaluation 

system for ideological and political education. 

4.1. Refine the educational goals of the course and clarify the value of ideological and political 

education 

In accordance with the "13th Five-Year Plan" for vocational education national planning series 

of textbooks "Child Development Psychology," an in-depth study of the content of each chapter 

should be conducted to attempt to extract the educational goals of ideological and political 

education, in order to address the issue of "what kind of person to cultivate." For specific content, 

see Figure 1. 
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Figure 1: Ideological and Political Education Goals for Cultivating Students in the "Child 

Development Psychology" Course 

4.2. Integrate professional ideological and political content, and innovate in teaching models 

and methods 

In terms of teaching content, the selection of classroom teaching content for "Child Development 

Psychology" is optimized around ideological and political elements such as "moral cultivation, 

mission undertaking, cultural confidence, ideological guidance, spirit of labor, and awareness of the 

bigger picture." The integration aims for breakthroughs and innovation, continuously expanding the 

breadth, depth, and warmth of the course's ideological and political education. For specific 

examples of content, see Figure 2. 
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Figure 2: Examples of Integration of Ideological and Political Elements in the Teaching Content of 

"Child Development Psychology" 

In terms of teaching models and methods, a "three-point-one-mainline" flipped classroom model 

is constructed, focusing on the combination of traditional teaching methods and modern information 

technology. By utilizing the "ChaoXing Learning Platform," a list of questions is posted before 

class to guide students to explore the ideological and political issues in the "Child Development 

Psychology" course in groups, aiming to achieve the goal of "ideological and political 

enlightenment." During the class, centered around the list of questions, teachers adopt a variety of 

teaching methods. It is necessary not only to integrate learning and thinking, expand the information 

volume of professional course ideological and political teaching, and clarify the real issues behind 

the principles; but also to guide students to think and practice in combination with the needs of 

national social development, their own life reality, and the professional standards of preschool 

education positions. Through multi-directional and multi-level interactive learning between teachers 
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and students, "ideological and political integration" is realized. After class, based on the list of 

questions, students are guided to conduct independent inquiry on some of the content in 

professional ideological and political courses as research and practical activity themes, in order to 

achieve the integration of knowledge and action. While promoting the efficient transformation of 

related learning outcomes, the predetermined goal of "ideological and political consolidation" is 

achieved, thus realizing the mainline of holistic education in professional courses. For more details 

on the model, see Figure 3. 

 

Figure 3: "Three-Point-One-Mainline" Flipped Classroom Teaching Model 

4.3. Construct a multi-dimensional evaluation system to enhance the effectiveness of 

ideological and political education 

The establishment of a student-oriented, scientific, and rational multi-dimensional evaluation 

system for the ideological and political education in the "Child Development Psychology" course is 

explored in order to leverage the motivational, guiding, diagnostic, and regulatory functions of 

course evaluation. In terms of evaluation subjects, the approach is primarily based on 

self-assessment by students, self-assessment by teachers, and mutual evaluation among students 

(within groups and across the entire class). Additionally, regular feedback from vocational college 

preschool education teachers, teaching supervisors, kindergarten directors, outstanding kindergarten 

teachers, and industry experts is actively sought. The system adheres to the principle of "three 

combinations" in evaluation forms and aims dimensionally to promote the development of students' 

professional literacy and practical skills, closely align with the career development needs of 

preschool education, and dynamically monitor students' performance throughout the entire 

professional course to achieve the fundamental purpose of moral education. For specific content, 

see Figure 4 
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Figure 4: Student-Centered Multi-Dimensional Curriculum Ideological and Political Education 

Evaluation System 

5. Conclusion 

The construction of ideological and political education in the "Child Development Psychology" 

course is a long-term and systematic project. It requires professional course teachers to continuously 

improve their professional knowledge and political literacy, carefully select content for ideological 

and political education, clarify the educational goals of ideological and political education, innovate 

in teaching models and methods, and establish a multi-dimensional evaluation system for 

ideological and political education. This approach aims to achieve the educational and 

heart-nurturing goals of the "Child Development Psychology" course from multiple dimensions, 

thereby promoting the high-quality development of the professional discipline. 
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