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Abstract: This article explores the current situation and challenges of Japanese language
teaching and learning in the era of new media. Through in-depth analysis of the application
of new media tools in Japanese language teaching, the article proposes a series of strategies
and methods to enhance the effectiveness of Japanese language learning. The research finds
that Japanese language teaching in the new media era needs to pay more attention to
students' diverse needs and learning habits, utilizing advanced technological means to
provide students with a more enriching and flexible learning experience. Combining
examples, the article elaborates on how to better integrate online platforms, social media,
and other resources to promote the depth and expansion of Japanese language learning.

1. Introduction

With the rapid development of new media technology, Japanese language teaching and learning
are facing unprecedented opportunities and challenges. Traditional teaching models can no longer
meet the diverse learning needs of students. Therefore, this article aims to explore how to fully utilize
advanced technological means in the new media era to enhance the effectiveness of Japanese language
teaching and learning. Through a summary of existing research and practical experience, we will
propose a series of innovative teaching strategies to adapt to the demands of Japanese language
learning in the new media era.

2. Background of Japanese Language Teaching in the New Media Era

In the new media era, the rapid development of technology has brought revolutionary changes to
the field of education. Particularly in the realm of language education, the application of new media
technology is providing students with more flexible and personalized learning methods. This chapter
delves into the background of Japanese language teaching in the new media era, aiming to
comprehend the profound impact of new media on the language learning environment and the
reshaping of teaching models.
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2.1. Impact of New Media on Japanese Language Learning

With the widespread accessibility of the Internet, Japanese language learners are experiencing
unprecedented learning convenience. Traditional paper-based materials are gradually becoming just
one of many learning pathways, as students can easily access a diverse array of learning resources
through the Internet. The emergence of online courses and learning platforms offers students a broader
range of choices, allowing them to freely combine courses based on personal interests and learning
styles, breaking the constraints of traditional education in terms of time and space.

In addition to increased choices, the introduction of emerging technologies has brought new
experiences to Japanese language learning. The application of speech recognition technology enables
students to practice pronunciation more intuitively, receiving real-time feedback on their spoken
language, thereby enhancing the accuracy of oral expression. Virtual reality technology provides
students with immersive contextual experiences, allowing them to feel as though they are in a
Japanese-speaking environment, facilitating a more natural understanding and application of the
language.[1]

The introduction of these new media technologies is not merely an update of technical means but
a disruption of traditional learning methods. Students are no longer passive recipients of knowledge
but can actively participate in an open and interactive learning process through the Internet. This not
only enhances the enjoyment of learning but also stimulates students' initiative and creativity in
learning.

In summary, the impact of new media on Japanese language learning is multifaceted, ranging from
the diversity of learning resources to innovative learning methods, providing students with a richer
and more personalized learning experience. However, it requires collaborative efforts from educators
and learners to fully explore the potential of these technologies to better serve the comprehensive
development of Japanese language teaching.

2.2. Changes in Student Learning Characteristics and Needs

As the new generation of students grows up in the new media era, significant changes in their
learning characteristics and needs pose new challenges and opportunities for Japanese language
teaching.

This generation of students has grown up in a digitized environment, possessing higher speed and
efficiency in information acquisition and processing. Compared to traditional paper-based materials,
they prefer learning through multimedia, images, and interactive methods. This implies that educators
need to reconsider the presentation of teaching resources to better align with students' learning habits.
Visualization and interactivity become essential factors to consider when designing instructional
content, such as using images, videos, and practical tasks to stimulate students' interest in learning.[2]

On the other hand, students in the new media era have a stronger demand for personalized learning.
The traditional one-size-fits-all teaching model may not meet the diverse needs of each student.
Therefore, the design of personalized learning paths has become a new direction in Japanese language
teaching. The emergence of online platforms provides students with more opportunities for
autonomous learning, allowing them to choose learning content based on their own learning progress
and interests, making learning more flexible and personalized.

Understanding students' learning characteristics involves not only focusing on their subject
knowledge needs but also considering their comprehensive literacy in the new media era. Critical
thinking, information management, and teamwork skills should also be part of Japanese language
teaching to cultivate students' all-round abilities in an information society.

In summary, the changes in learning characteristics and needs of the new generation of students
present new requirements for Japanese language teaching. Educators need to actively adapt to these
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changes, flexibly adjust teaching strategies, and better meet the learning needs of students in the new
media era.[3]

2.3. Challenges and Opportunities for Educators

In the new media era, educators face unique challenges and opportunities. Firstly, educators need
to continuously update their teaching philosophies and methods to adapt to the ever-evolving
technology and learning environment. The constant emergence of new media technologies renders
traditional teaching methods relatively outdated. Therefore, educators need to proactively learn and
integrate innovative teaching methods to provide a more innovative and engaging educational
experience.

Secondly, educators face both challenges and opportunities when dealing with issues such as
information overload and interdisciplinary integration. Information overload may trouble students, so
educators need to guide them in developing good information processing skills, helping them sift
through a vast amount of information to extract valuable knowledge. The complexity of
interdisciplinary integration provides educators with an opportunity to incorporate knowledge from
different fields into Japanese language teaching, enabling students to have a more comprehensive
understanding of language and culture.[4]

In conclusion, the new media era brings more diverse teaching scenarios for Japanese language
teaching, where educators need to address challenges while leveraging the power of technology
through active innovation. Through flexible adaptation, educators can inspire students' interest in
learning, improve teaching effectiveness, and create a more dynamic learning environment for
Japanese language learners.

3. Application of New Media Tools in Japanese Language Teaching
3.1. Innovative Japanese Language Teaching on Online Platforms

With the rapid development of Internet technology, online platforms play an increasingly crucial
role in Japanese language teaching. Virtual classrooms, learning management systems, and language
exchange platforms provide students with diverse and enriching learning experiences.

Firstly, virtual classrooms have become a key component of online learning. Through virtual
classrooms, students can remotely participate in Japanese courses from around the world, breaking
geographical limitations. This real-time interactive approach enhances collaboration among students,
making cross-cultural communication more intuitive and authentic. Educators can flexibly use
multimedia teaching resources in virtual environments, making the learning process more engaging
and interactive.

Secondly, learning management systems offer students opportunities for personalized learning.
Students can customize learning plans based on their progress and interests, selecting materials and
resources suitable for their proficiency levels. This personalized learning model allows each student
to master Japanese knowledge more effectively, thereby improving learning outcomes.

Additionally, language exchange platforms serve as essential tools for promoting language practice.
Students can engage in language exchange with native Japanese speakers on these platforms,
enhancing their oral communication skills. This practical learning method helps students better
understand Japanese culture and social etiquette, elevating their cross-cultural communication
abilities.[5]

However, the widespread use of online platforms also presents challenges. One major issue is
ensuring the quality of online learning. Educators need to continuously improve online teaching
designs, employing effective assessment and feedback mechanisms to ensure students receive a high-
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quality educational experience in virtual environments. Additionally, motivating students to actively
participate in online learning requires addressing factors such as interactivity and appeal to spark
students' motivation.

In summary, online platforms bring unprecedented innovation and convenience to Japanese
language teaching. By fully leveraging the advantages of these platforms, educators can provide
students with more flexible, personalized, and practical language learning experiences. Nevertheless,
it is crucial to earnestly confront the challenges of online learning to continuously enhance the quality
and effectiveness of online teaching.[6]

3.2. Application of Speech Recognition Technology in Japanese Oral Training

The rapid development of speech recognition technology offers innovative solutions for Japanese
oral training. In this section, we will delve into the application of speech recognition technology in
Japanese language teaching, specifically its significance and impact on oral training.

Firstly, the application of speech recognition technology in Japanese oral training provides
students with instant feedback on pronunciation accuracy. By analyzing students' pronunciation in
real-time, the system can accurately pinpoint pronunciation weaknesses, helping students correct
errors more promptly. This personalized feedback mechanism effectively shortens the time for
students to improve their accents, enhancing the quality of oral expression.

Secondly, speech recognition technology can provide personalized oral training programs based
on individual differences in accents, speaking speed, and other factors. By analyzing students' speech
characteristics, the system can tailor training content to match students' proficiency levels and needs,
making learning more efficient and targeted. This personalized learning approach helps meet the
diverse learning needs of different students, enhancing the individualization of oral training.

However, speech recognition technology in Japanese oral training also faces challenges. Firstly,
dialectal differences may impact the accuracy of speech recognition. Japanese, as a language, has
various dialects, and differences in student accents may lead to deviations in the system's
understanding. Secondly, handling homophones poses a challenge. The pronunciation of some
Japanese words may vary in different contexts, requiring speech recognition systems to possess
sufficient intelligence to correctly interpret students' pronunciation.

In conclusion, speech recognition technology offers unprecedented opportunities for Japanese oral
training. Through timely feedback and personalized training programs, students can efficiently
enhance their oral proficiency. However, it's essential to recognize the limitations of the technology,
as individual differences among students may influence the accuracy of speech recognition. Ongoing
improvements and innovations in technology will further enhance the effectiveness of speech
recognition in Japanese oral training.

3.3. Virtual Reality Technology and Japanese Cultural Experience

The rise of virtual reality technology injects new vitality into Japanese language teaching,
especially in the realm of Japanese cultural experiences. In this section, we will delve into the
application of virtual reality technology in Japanese language teaching, focusing on its potential and
impact in Japanese cultural experiences.

Firstly, virtual reality technology provides students with the opportunity to immerse themselves in
everyday scenes in Japan. Through virtual reality environments, students can roam through virtual
Japanese streets, shops, or cultural venues, experiencing a realistic language environment. This
immersive learning experience helps enhance students’ contextual awareness, enabling them to
understand and apply Japanese more naturally.

Secondly, virtual reality technology sparks students' interest in Japanese culture. Students can
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experience traditional Japanese cultural activities, such as tea ceremonies and wearing kimono,
through virtual reality. This hands-on experience not only deepens students' understanding of
Japanese culture but also stimulates their motivation to learn, transforming learning from a mere
accumulation of language skills into a cross-cultural experience.

Virtual reality technology also contributes to improving students' cross-cultural communication
skills. By simulating real-life scenarios, students can learn and adapt to different cultural norms and
social etiquette. This hands-on experience makes students more confident in dealing with real cross-
cultural communication situations, promoting the development of their international perspectives and
overall competence.

However, the application of virtual reality technology in Japanese cultural experiences also faces
some challenges. Firstly, the cost of technology and the widespread availability of devices remain
issues, limiting the widespread application of virtual reality technology. Secondly, how to better
integrate virtual reality with language skills training to ensure that students can genuinely improve
language proficiency during experiences requires further in-depth research and practice.

In summary, virtual reality technology brings unprecedented experiences to Japanese language
teaching. By creatively applying virtual reality, educators can provide students with richer, more vivid
Japanese cultural experiences, sparking students' interest in language learning and cultivating their
cross-cultural communication abilities. However, the application of virtual reality technology requires
further in-depth research to better unleash its potential in Japanese language teaching.

4. Integration of Social Media and Japanese Language Learning
4.1. The Role of Social Media in Japanese Language Learning

The widespread use of social media has brought about a new paradigm and communication
avenues for learners of the Japanese language. In this section, we will delve into the crucial role
played by social media in Japanese language learning. Through an analysis of the characteristics of
different social media platforms, we will discuss how students can effectively utilize social media to
access real-time language information, actively engage in language communication, and establish
connections among global learners. Additionally, we will explore how educators can leverage social
media to promote the sharing and dissemination of Japanese language learning resources and its role
in fostering students' interest and autonomous learning abilities.

Social media serves not only as a platform for information dissemination but also as a community
for students to showcase their learning achievements and receive feedback. By following and
participating in social media accounts related to Japanese language learning, students can access a
wealth of language information and share learning experiences, thereby expanding their knowledge
of the language. Actively participating in discussions and exchanges on social media allows students
to better understand language contexts, grasp authentic expressions, and enhance their practical
language application skills.

The role of educators on social media has become increasingly important; they are not just
providers of information but also guides in the learning process. By establishing professional social
media accounts, educators can share high-quality learning resources, recommend practical materials,
and inspire students' interest in Japanese language learning. Additionally, educators can gain deeper
insights into students' learning needs through social media, providing personalized learning guidance
and encouraging students to participate more autonomously in the learning process.

4.2. Integration of Social Media and Language Practice

Social media is not merely a tool for information transmission but also a virtual community for
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students to engage in practical language practice. In this section, we will delve into how social media
can be seamlessly integrated with language practice to help students comprehensively and deeply
master Japanese language expression.

Firstly, social media provides students with opportunities to participate in virtual language
communities. Through social media platforms, students can easily join Japanese language learning
groups, follow Japanese education accounts, and engage in online communication with other learners
and native Japanese speakers. This form of virtual community enables students to break free from
traditional classroom environments, participate more freely in language practice, and boost their
confidence in language application.

Secondly, students can share their language learning updates on social media. Sharing the learning
process, experiences, and insights not only motivates students to participate more actively in learning
but also makes learning more tangible and interesting. This sharing format can stimulate the learning
interest of other students, creating a positive learning atmosphere.

In the process of integrating social media with language practice, educators play a crucial guiding
role. Designing interesting and challenging social media tasks becomes one of the educators'
important responsibilities. Tasks may include posting Japanese essays, participating in themed
discussions, or even engaging in short video exchanges with native Japanese speakers. The
formulation of these tasks aims to encourage students to actively use Japanese in virtual communities,
enhancing their language practice capabilities.

The integration of social media and language practice also helps expand students' language
practice scenarios. By interacting with learners from different regions and cultural backgrounds,
students can gain a more comprehensive understanding of the practical applications of Japanese in
real-life situations, strengthening their cross-cultural communication skills.

Lastly, the role of educators includes supervising and encouraging students' language practice on
social media. When students share learning updates, educators can provide timely feedback and
suggestions, helping students better understand and apply language knowledge. Encouraging students
to follow others' learning updates fosters a community atmosphere of mutual learning and progress.

In the process of integrating social media with language practice, balancing free participation and
targeted guidance is crucial. Such integration not only allows students to actively use Japanese in
their daily lives but also helps cultivate their practical language application abilities, making the
learning process more fulfilling and enjoyable.

4.3. Challenges and Strategies in the Use of Social Media

Despite the numerous benefits of social media in Japanese language learning, it comes with its
own set of challenges. In this section, we will delve into the potential issues associated with social
media use in Japanese language learning and propose corresponding strategies. Discussion topics
include the credibility of information, the effectiveness of language communication, and the potential
learning anxiety that may arise from social media use. Through the analysis of these challenges, we
will explore how educators can guide students to engage in meaningful learning on social media and
cultivate students' skills in discerning information and self-directed learning in a social media
environment.

The widespread use of social media has introduced a diversity of information and fragmentation.
Students need to possess good information discernment skills to ensure that the information obtained
from social media is authentic and reliable. Educators can assist students in using social media for
learning more scientifically by guiding them in information screening and source verification.

Furthermore, the effectiveness of language communication is a critical issue in social media
learning. Students may face challenges in understanding the speed of native Japanese speakers and
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comprehending specialized language. Educators can help students adapt to real language
environments by providing diverse language resources and creating targeted language practice tasks.

Lastly, the use of social media may lead to learning anxiety, especially when students engage in
communication with others. To address this challenge, educators can alleviate students' social media
learning pressure by encouraging active participation and providing support and feedback, creating a
positive and inspiring learning atmosphere.

5. Conclusion

Through a comprehensive analysis and discussion of Japanese language teaching and learning in
the era of new media, this paper draws the following conclusions: New media tools provide diverse
possibilities for Japanese language learning, but educators need to formulate practical teaching
strategies based on the actual situation of students. Integrating online platforms and social media
resources is an effective way to enhance students' learning enthusiasm and interest. The future of
Japanese education needs to focus more on innovation, fully leveraging the advantages of new media
to provide students with a more flexible and personalized learning experience.
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