Transactions on Comparative Education (2024) DOI: 10.23977/trance.2024.060125
Clausius Scientific Press, Canada ISSN 2523-5818 Vol. 6 Num. 1

Ideological and Political Education in Colleges and
Universities in the Digital Era: The Balance between
Scientific and Technological Innovation and Cultural

Inheritance

Xueqing Li
Xi'an Kedagaoxin University, Xi'an, 710109, China

Keywords: University ideological and political education, digital era, technological
innovation, cultural heritage, organic integration

Abstract: In the digital era, ideological and political education in universities faces the
challenge of balancing technological innovation and cultural heritage. This paper, through
an in-depth study of the characteristics of the digital age and an analysis of the current status
of ideological and political education in universities, proposes the necessity of
simultaneously promoting technological innovation and maintaining cultural heritage in
ideological and political education during the digital era. By exploring various perspectives,
this paper aims to discuss the organic integration of digital technology and traditional
culture, providing new insights and methods for the development of ideological and
political education in universities in the digital age.

1. Introduction

The advent of the digital era presents unprecedented opportunities and challenges for ideological
and political education in universities. The wave of technological innovation impacts traditional
educational models, while cultural heritage faces the test of rapid digitization. The question of how
ideological and political education in universities can find a balance between technological
innovation and cultural heritage becomes pressing. Starting from the characteristics of the digital age,
this paper analyzes the current status of ideological and political education in universities, explores
the path to balance technological innovation and cultural heritage, and aims to provide new theoretical
and practical support for ideological and political education in universities.

2. Current Status and Challenges of Ideological and Political Education in Universities in the
Digital Era

2.1. Characteristics and Challenges of the Digital Era

In the digital era, the rapid development of information technology brings new characteristics and
challenges to ideological and political education in universities. Firstly, one of the characteristics of
the digital era is information explosion. Students have access to a broader and richer knowledge base,
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providing a vast foundation for ideological and political education. However, information overload
poses a severe challenge, as students may feel lost and struggle to engage in effective reasoning and
judgment when faced with a large amount of information. Additionally, the rapid evolution of digital
technology renders traditional educational methods relatively outdated, requiring ideological and
political education in universities to adapt to the development of new technologies and leverage their
advantages to enhance teaching effectiveness.

The rise of social media in the digital era also profoundly influences ideological and political
education in universities. Students find it easier to access information through social platforms, but
at the same time, they are more susceptible to misinformation and extreme ideologies, adding
complexity to education. The unique online communication methods of the digital era necessitate a
greater emphasis on cultivating students' information discernment skills and critical thinking in
ideological and political education.[1]

2.2. Analysis of the Current Status of Ideological and Political Education in Universities

Currently, ideological and political education in universities faces multiple challenges and
opportunities. On one hand, it has achieved positive results in promoting students’ political awareness
and moral qualities. On the other hand, the impact of the digital era requires innovation in traditional
educational models and methods. Students' decreasing preference for traditional textbooks
necessitates more attractive and interactive teaching forms.

The digital era also demonstrates a trend of interdisciplinary integration. Ideological and political
education in universities needs to integrate more effectively with other disciplines, making it more
relevant to students' practical needs. Simultaneously, ideological and political education in
universities needs to flexibly utilize digital technology, leveraging online education platforms, virtual
reality, and other means to enhance the interactivity and interest of ideological and political
education.[2]

In the current context, ideological and political education in universities must face the
transformation brought about by the digital era. It needs to adeptly utilize technological means while
maintaining the inheritance of traditional culture. This aims to cultivate talents with greater
innovation and social responsibility, enabling ideological and political education in universities to
better adapt to the development trends of the digital era.

3. Technological Innovation and Ideological and Political Education in Universities
3.1. Application of Digital Technology in Ideological and Political Education

3.1.1. Expansion of Online Learning Platforms and Teaching Resources

With the rapid development of digital technology, ideological and political education in
universities has witnessed the widespread adoption of online learning platforms. This tool introduces
a new dimension to ideological and political education, allowing students to access a wide range of
teaching resources anytime, anywhere. Traditional textbooks and classroom lectures are often
constrained by time and space, but the application of online learning platforms has eliminated these
limitations. Students can easily access the necessary ideological and political education content based
on their learning pace and needs, providing a more convenient and flexible learning approach and
expanding the teaching boundaries.[3]

The introduction of online learning platforms is not merely an expansion of resources; it signifies
a transformation in the mode of ideological and political education. Traditional classroom models are
restricted by classroom size and time limitations, impeding student interaction and deep thinking. In
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contrast, online platform courses often emphasize interactivity. Through methods such as online
discussions and interactive quizzes, students can actively participate in the teaching process. This
interaction not only deepens students' understanding of ideological and political theory but also
cultivates critical thinking and teamwork skills.

3.1.2. Customization and Promotion of Personalized Learning Paths

Another important application of digital technology is the customization of personalized learning
paths in ideological and political education at universities. Through big data analysis and intelligent
algorithms, schools can comprehensively understand each student's subject interests, learning habits,
and acceptance level of ideological and political content. Based on this information, educators can
tailor personalized learning paths for each student, allowing them to leverage their strengths and
overcome their weaknesses more effectively.

The customization of personalized learning paths not only adapts to disciplinary knowledge but
also respects individual differences among students. Each student has different learning styles and
paces, and traditional teaching often fails to meet the needs of all students. Through digital technology,
students can choose learning content and methods that suit their subject interests and learning styles,
enhancing the effectiveness of learning and increasing student engagement and interest in ideological
and political education.

3.1.3. Enrichment and Innovation of Interactive Teaching Methods

The introduction of digital technology not only enriches the content of ideological and political
education but also innovates teaching methods. Through multimedia tools such as audio and video,
ideological and political education can be presented more vividly, making abstract ideological and
political theories more tangible. This rich presentation style enhances students' understanding and
memory of ideological and political content.

In the digital era, the use of virtual reality technology injects a completely new experience into
ideological and political education at universities. Through virtual reality, students can virtually
experience historical events and social scenarios, gaining a profound understanding of the practical
application of ideological and political theories. This immersive learning experience increases student
involvement, enhances the sense of participation and interest in learning, and deepens their
understanding of ideological and political content.

3.1.4. Utilizing Social Media to Facilitate Student Communication and Collaboration

The widespread use of social media also presents new opportunities for ideological and political
education in universities. By establishing dedicated platforms for ideological and political education
on social media, students can easily exchange thoughts and share insights. This open communication
platform expands ideological and political education beyond the confines of the classroom. Students
can participate in discussions on ideological and political topics anytime and anywhere, broadening
the scope of ideological and political education.[4]

Social media also facilitates collaboration among students. Through online team projects,
interdisciplinary discussions, and other forms, students can create learning communities on social
media to collectively explore issues related to ideology and politics. This not only promotes positive
interaction among students but also fosters a spirit of cooperation and teamwork. The introduction of
social media injects more diverse elements into ideological and political education, enabling students
to better understand and apply ideological and political theories within a social context.

In the guidance of digital technology, ideological and political education in universities no longer
follows traditional one-way teaching but focuses on a new model that emphasizes individual
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differences, participation, and interactivity. The application of online learning platforms, personalized
learning paths, multimedia teaching methods, and social media provides ideological and political
education with innovative possibilities, challenging educators' roles and methods in ideological and
political education. These transformations aim to better meet the needs of students in the digital era,
enhancing the effectiveness and attractiveness of ideological and political education.

3.2. The Impact of Technological Innovation on Ideological and Political Education in
Universities

Technological innovation in the digital era has profoundly influenced ideological and political
education in universities. It not only propels the transformation of educational methods but also
presents new challenges to the concepts and approaches of ideological and political education. In this
process, technological innovation injects new vitality into ideological and political education, while
also requiring educators to better understand and apply new technologies to achieve an organic
integration of technology and ideological and political education.

3.2.1. Emphasis on Practical Ideological and Political Education

Technological innovation emphasizes practical ideological and political education, breaking
through the constraints of traditional teaching models. Through technologies such as virtual reality
and simulation experiments, students can experience the concrete application of ideological and
political concepts in practical operations. This practical teaching model not only makes ideological
and political education more concrete and vivid but also cultivates students' ability to solve practical
problems. Through digital means, students can participate in social practice projects, simulated
courtrooms, policy-making activities, and more, gaining in-depth experience and applying
ideological and political knowledge, making abstract theories more practically meaningful.

The emphasis on practical ideological and political education is not only a continuation of
traditional theories but also cultivates students' innovation and practical application capabilities in
real-life scenarios. Technological innovation provides more diverse practical pathways for ideological
and political education, enabling students to better understand and apply ideological and political
concepts in practical situations, achieving the educational goal of linking theory with practice.

3.2.2. Trend toward Interdisciplinary Integration

Technological innovation strengthens the trend of interdisciplinary integration in ideological and
political education at universities. Traditional ideological and political education primarily focuses
on the imparting of political theories, while the introduction of technological innovation enables a
better integration of ideological and political education with information technology, sociology,
psychology, and other disciplines. Ideological and political education is no longer an independent
discipline but permeates and interacts with other disciplines, forming a more comprehensive
disciplinary system.[5]

Interdisciplinary integration makes ideological and political education more closely aligned with
the practical needs of students, better connecting with knowledge from other disciplines. For example,
in the information age, political decision-making is closely related to information technology.
Through the integration with computer science, information management, and related disciplines,
ideological and political education can better cultivate students' ability to discern information and
apply new technologies.
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3.2.3. Advancement of Personalized Education

The impact of technological innovation on ideological and political education in universities is
also evident in the advancement of personalized education. Through technologies such as big data
analysis and artificial intelligence, universities can more accurately understand each student's learning
habits, hobbies, subject strengths, and provide personalized ideological and political education
services. This form of personalized education not only helps meet individual differences among
students but also stimulates students’ enthusiasm for learning, enhancing the effectiveness of
ideological and political education.

With the support of digital technology, personalized education allows each student to formulate
learning plans based on their needs and interests, choosing ideological and political courses and
content that suit them. This helps increase students' initiative and engagement in learning, making
ideological and political education more tailored to the students' actual situations and more effectively
cultivating their ideological and political literacy.

3.2.4. Participation and Guidance through Social Media

The widespread use of social media, coupled with technological innovation, has positively
impacted ideological and political education in universities. By conducting ideological and political
education promotion and communication on social media, universities can better guide students'
attention to ideological and political topics, fostering a social atmosphere conducive to ideological
and political education. This ensures that ideological and political education is not confined to
traditional classrooms but is closely integrated into students' daily lives.[6]

Social media also provides rich teaching resources and cases for ideological and political education.
On social media platforms, students can share articles, videos, and discussions related to ideological
and political concepts, creating diverse learning resources. Through the guidance of social media,
universities can effectively convey ideological and political content, facilitating the better
dissemination of ideological and political concepts and providing students with a broader range of
learning opportunities.

In summary, the impact of technological innovation on ideological and political education in
universities is comprehensive. The emphasis on practical ideological and political education, the trend
of interdisciplinary integration, the advancement of personalized education, and the participation and
guidance through social media are all new characteristics that technological innovation brings to
ideological and political education. In the digital era, universities need to adapt to these changes more
flexibly. They should be adept at utilizing technological means while maintaining a profound
understanding of traditional ideological and political education to ensure that ideological and political
education not only keeps pace with the times but also retains its deep and rich heritage.

4. Cultural Inheritance and Ideological and Political Education in Higher Education
4.1. The Role of Traditional Culture in Ideological and Political Education in Higher Education

Traditional culture holds an irreplaceable position in the ideological and political education in
higher education. Its profound historical heritage, rich philosophical content, and far-reaching impact
on students' growth make it a crucial factor in shaping their ideological perspectives and fostering
comprehensive qualities.

Firstly, as the fundamental cultural foundation of the Chinese nation, traditional culture provides
a rich theoretical basis for ideological and political education in higher education. Chinese traditional
culture encompasses diverse thoughts such as Confucian benevolence and morality, Buddhist
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compassion and wisdom, and Taoist views on natural harmony, offering abundant intellectual
resources for ideological and political education. Through studying elements of traditional literature,
history, and philosophy, students can better understand and cherish traditional Chinese values. These
values include guidelines for interpersonal relationships, profound reflections on life, society, and the
nation, providing students with rich and deep intellectual nourishment.

Secondly, traditional culture in higher education contributes to guiding students in forming correct
life views, value systems, and worldviews. Through in-depth study of traditional culture, students can,
under the influence of traditional wisdom, establish proper moral concepts. Confucian ideals of
benevolence, righteousness, and ritual provide students with a healthy model for interpersonal
communication, Buddhist compassion and wisdom cultivate students' concern for societal issues, and
Taoist views on natural harmony guide students in building respect and appreciation for the natural
environment. These concepts assist students in establishing correct life goals and fostering a positive
and optimistic life attitude.

Additionally, traditional culture in higher education plays a positive role in shaping students'
cultural and identity recognition. In contemporary society, cultural identity is a crucial component of
individual identity. By promoting traditional culture, universities can help students identify with
Chinese culture and enhance their pride in their country. Traditional culture is not only a treasure of
the Chinese nation but also a vital element of national identity. Through the study of traditional culture,
students can better identify with their cultural identity, develop cultural self-confidence, and lay a
solid foundation for future development.

Moreover, traditional culture in higher education provides profound insights for cultivating
students' innovative spirit. The classics in traditional culture contain rich philosophical ideas and
aesthetic concepts. Through the study of traditional literary works, artistic traditions, and more,
students can draw inspiration and ignite their creativity. The wisdom and creativity embedded in
traditional culture offer students spiritual resources across time and space, helping cultivate their
courage and perseverance to think independently and climb the peaks of knowledge. The emphasis
on analytical skills and creativity in traditional culture aligns with the urgent needs of contemporary
society for talent development.

In conclusion, the position of traditional culture in ideological and political education in higher
education is not only reflected in its historical depth but also in its profound and lasting impact on
students' growth. Through the inheritance of traditional culture, universities can provide students with
abundant intellectual resources, guide them in forming correct life views and values, cultivate their
cultural identity, and inspire them to think independently and creatively. This allows ideological and
political education to fulfill its mission of nurturing individuals.

4.2. Cultural Inheritance Issues in the Digital Era

In the digital era, ideological and political education in higher education faces new challenges and
issues in the inheritance of traditional culture. The rapid development of digital means brings about
profound changes in information dissemination, influencing students' access to and understanding of
traditional culture.

4.2.1. Challenge of Information Overload

The rapid development of information dissemination in the digital era has led to the challenge of
information overload in the inheritance of traditional culture. Faced with a vast amount of information
in daily life, students are more likely to be attracted to trendy and fashionable information, potentially
overlooking the profound connotations of traditional culture. To address this challenge, ideological
and political education in higher education needs to cleverly integrate traditional culture into students'
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daily learning and life through new media, increasing their interest and understanding of traditional
culture.

4.2.2. Contradictions of Social Media

There exists a contradiction between the popularity of social media and the inheritance of
traditional culture. While social media facilitates information dissemination, its fragmented and
superficial characteristics may oversimplify and distort traditional culture. In this context, ideological
and political education in higher education needs to guide the comprehensive and in-depth
presentation of traditional culture on social media, avoiding excessive commercialization and
superficiality.

4.2.3. Weakening of Traditional Carriers

In the digital era, students are more inclined to obtain information through the internet, leading to
a gradual weakening of traditional carriers such as writing and reading in the importance of traditional
culture. Ideological and political education in higher education needs to innovate by establishing
online repositories of traditional cultural resources, promoting digitized research on ancient texts, and
finding ways to increase students' interest in actively engaging with traditional cultural learning.

4.2.4. Impact of Multicultural Exchange

The globalization of the digital era brings the impact of multicultural exchange, raising challenges
for the dialogue and integration of traditional culture with other cultures. In ideological and political
education, efforts should be made to guide students to maintain cultural self-confidence in
international cultural exchanges. They should understand, respect, and engage in dialogue with other
cultures, ensuring better dissemination of traditional culture on the international stage.

In summary, addressing the issues of cultural inheritance in the digital era requires flexible
strategies from ideological and political education in higher education. Guiding students through new
media, presenting traditional culture more comprehensively and deeply on social media, innovating
traditional cultural inheritance methods, and promoting dialogue and exchange with other cultures in
the context of globalization will be effective approaches for higher education to tackle the challenges
of cultural inheritance in the digital era. Only through these efforts can traditional culture thrive in
the digital era and provide a more profound cultural foundation for ideological and political education
in higher education.

5. Conclusion

In the digital era, striking a balance between technological innovation and cultural inheritance is
crucial for ideological and political education in higher education. Through a profound analysis of
the characteristics of the digital era, this paper emphasizes the necessity of preserving traditional
cultural heritage while promoting technological innovation. The organic integration of technology
and culture will inject new vitality into ideological and political education in higher education,
nurturing talents with both innovation and cultural depth. This approach propels ideological and
political education to continuously adapt to the developmental trends of the times. In the digital era,
higher education's ideological and political education will continually explore and achieve a
harmonious coexistence of technology and culture, embracing broader avenues for development.
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