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Abstract: This article explores the theme of "Historical Lectures in the Late Qing Dynasty
and the Early Republic of China and the Construction of Identity in Modern China". During
the late Qing Dynasty and early Republic of China, Chinese society underwent significant
political, social, and cultural changes, which had a profound impact on China's identity.
The article first examines the historical background of the late Qing Dynasty and the early
Republic of China, including the political decline of the Qing Dynasty, the Taiping
Heavenly Kingdom Movement, external pressure, and the influence of the Xinhai
Revolution and the cooperation between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party.
Subsequently, the article explored in detail the historical lecture notes from the late Qing
Dynasty to the early Republic of China, including the development, curriculum, and
methods of historical education, as well as the role of historical lecture notes in shaping the
identity of Chinese youth at that time. The third part covers the construction of identity in
modern China, introduces the concept and theory of identity, and delves into the impact and
evolution of identity in modern China during the late Qing and early Republic of China
periods. Finally, the article emphasizes the multidimensional nature of identity and the
impact of globalization on China's identity. Overall, this article emphasizes that the identity
recognition of modern China is a complex and multi-level process, influenced by various
factors such as politics, society, culture, and globalization, which is of great significance for
modern Chinese history and the cultural and social development of contemporary China.

1. Introduction

In the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China, China indeed witnessed significant
political, social, and cultural transformations that left a profound imprint on the identity of the
Chinese people. The period was marked by a complex interplay of various factors, and the tensions
and interactions between tradition and modernity, the concepts of the nation and the state, cultural
identity and the forces of globalization were central in shaping the evolving identities of the
Chinese population. First of all, the identity of modern China was challenged and inspired by the
transition from tradition to modernity [1]. During the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of
China, great changes took place in the political system, social structure and ideas of China society.
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The political changes and social unrest in this period led to a qualitative change in China people's
position in society, which further promoted the evolution of identity. Secondly, the national and
ethnic identity became an important part of modern China's identity [2]. The Revolution of 1911
and the subsequent cooperation between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party marked a
pivotal moment in Chinese history, emphasizing the awakening of China's national identity. During
this period, Chinese people began to recognize and emphasize their national characteristics and take
pride in their identity as a nation. This period was characterized by significant political and social
changes, including the overthrow of the Qing Dynasty and the establishment of the Republic of
China, and it had a profound impact on the shaping of China's national identity[3]. Thirdly, the
multi-dimension of identity is obviously reflected in China society. China's identity is influenced by
many dimensions, such as region, gender, religion, nationality, religion and generation. This multi-
dimension makes China's identity complex and rich, and also reflects the diversity of China society.
Finally, globalization has brought challenges and opportunities to China's identity. Globalization
makes it easier for China people to get in touch with foreign cultures and ideas, which provides a
broader vision for China's identity. On the one hand, globalization has prompted some China people
to seek to maintain China's traditional values and cultural identity in the era of globalization[4]. On
the other hand, it also encourages China people to think about how to play an active role in the
international arena. Generally speaking, the identity of modern China is a dynamic and
multidimensional process, which is influenced by many factors such as politics, society, culture and
globalization [5-6]. China's identity has been evolving in the long history, reflecting the changes
and diversity of China society. A deep understanding of the identity construction of modern China
is very important for understanding the modern history of China and the cultural and social
development of contemporary China.

2. Historical Background of the Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic of China
2.1. The Political Situation of the Late Qing Dynasty

During the late Qing and early Republic of China periods, the political system of the Qing
Dynasty faced enormous challenges. The Qing Dynasty experienced a relatively prosperous period
during the Kangxi, Yongzheng, and Qianlong emperors, but as time passed, the government began
to fall into corruption and decline[7]. The increase in internal corruption and external pressure of
the Qing government led to political instability. As shown in Figure 1, the Taiping Rebellion was an
important event in Chinese history in the mid-19th century, and it was a large-scale rebellion
threatened by the Qing Dynasty's rule. This uprising reflects the dissatisfaction of farmers and the
bottom of society, as well as the corruption and incompetence of the Qing government.

Figure 1: Taiping Rebellion
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In the late Qing Dynasty, China faced external pressure, including aggression from Western
powers such as Britain, France, and Russia, as well as internal and external wars during the Taiping
Rebellion. These pressures have plunged the Chinese government into crisis and exacerbated social
unrest.

2.2. Economic situation

The economic situation in the late Qing Dynasty was also influenced by many factors. The trade
relationship between China and western powers gradually expanded, which promoted China's
economic growth to some extent, but unequal treaties and trade imbalance also threatened China's
sovereignty and economy [8]. China is an agricultural country, and agriculture is the foundation of
the economy. However, agricultural production is not enough to meet the growing population
demand, which leads to population pressure and rural problems. In the Qing Dynasty, the silver
standard system was implemented, and silver coins became the main currency, which had a far-
reaching impact on the economy, including inflation and social instability [9].

2.3. The Xinhai Revolution and the Cooperation between the Kuomintang and the
Communist Party

The Xinhai Revolution was a political turning point in the late Qing Dynasty, which broke out in
1911 and led to the downfall of the Qing Dynasty. This incident reflects the dissatisfaction of
Chinese society with the Qing government's rule and the call for political reform. After the Xinhai
Revolution, the Kuomintang and the Communist Party began to cooperate, aiming to establish a
unified and modern China[10]. The cooperation between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party
during the early 20th century is indeed of great significance in modern Chinese history. This
cooperation played a vital role in reshaping China's political landscape and contributed to the
awakening of a modern national identity. Following the Xinhai Revolution in 1911, which led to the
overthrow of the Qing Dynasty, there emerged the New Culture Movement. This movement
advocated for modernization and Westernization, and it had a profound impact on the cultural and
ideological aspects of Chinese society. It called for reforms in various domains, including literature,
education, and political thought. The New Culture Movement challenged traditional Chinese values
and practices, paving the way for the introduction of new ideas and concepts.

3. Historical lecture notes in the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China

3.1. The Development of History Education in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic
of China

During the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China, history education experienced a
series of important changes and developments. During the Qing Dynasty, history education mainly
focused on classical culture, such as Shangshu, Chungiu and Shiji. This traditional history education
emphasizes loyalty, filial piety and Confucian ethics. With the continuous social changes in China,
modern history education began to receive attention. Some educators and thinkers began to
advocate teaching modern history to cultivate a new generation of citizens. During the late Qing
Dynasty and the early Republic of China, new schools and universities emerged, providing a place
for modern history education. These schools pay more attention to practical and realistic education,
which is obviously different from traditional education.
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3.2. Case analysis

In order to better understand the role of history handouts, we can provide some specific case
studies, including famous history lecturers and their influence, as well as some examples of history
handouts. Li Dazhao is an outstanding history lecturer in the modern history of China. His lecture
notes emphasize the connection between China's historical development and world history, and
encourage students to participate in social reform. His lectures have had a far-reaching impact on
students. This document provided a curriculum outline for historical handouts, which were essential
tools for history education during that era. The Outline of New Learning guided the teaching of
history and reflected the changing times and evolving intellectual currents. It marked a departure
from traditional teaching methods and content, emphasizing a more modern and progressive
approach to historical education. By updating the curriculum to reflect contemporary ideas and
events, it helped students connect with the changing world around them and encouraged a deeper
understanding of their historical context. The Modern History textbook was widely used during the
late Qing Dynasty and early Republic of China. It covered important events and themes in China's
modern history, providing students with a comprehensive overview of the country's modernization
process. This textbook not only served as a valuable source of historical information but also played
a critical role in educating students about their nation's past, fostering a sense of identity, and
helping them comprehend the complexities of modern Chinese history.

4. The Construction of Identity in Modern China
4.1. The Concept and Theory of Identity

Before discussing the construction of identity in modern China, it is necessary to understand the
concept and theory of identity. The following are some core concepts and theories about identity.
Identity is an individual's cognitive and emotional experience of their position and role in society. It
can include multiple aspects such as culture, ethnicity, gender, religion, social class, etc. Ethnic
identity refers to an individual's sense of identity and cognition towards their ethnic group. It is
usually related to shared culture, history, and language. Cultural identity emphasizes an individual's
identification with their cultural background, including cultural values, traditions, and cultural
characteristics. National identity is a sense of national identity and recognition of national identity.
It is usually related to the politics and history of a country. Globalization has had a complex impact
on identity, making it easier for individuals to come into contact with different cultures and ideas,
thereby affecting their identity. The theory of identity construction explores how individuals
construct their identity through social interaction and cultural factors. This theory emphasizes that
identity is dynamic and multidimensional.

4.2. Identity in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic of China

During the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China, China society experienced
political changes, social unrest and agitation of cultural thoughts, which had a far-reaching impact
on China people's identity. During the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China, China
society faced the conflict between traditional values and modern thoughts. Some people continue to
stick to traditional culture, while others seek modernization and internationalization. The
Revolution of 1911 and the cooperation between Kuomintang and Communist Party led to the
awakening of China's national identity. China people began to emphasize their national
characteristics and national pride, and opposed external pressure and colonialism. During the late
Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China, China's national identity was shaped by political
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leaders and thinkers. They tried to define China's national identity, including national territory,
political system and international status. The New Culture Movement emphasized cultural identity
and ideological renewal. It encourages China people to re-examine traditional culture and seek new
culture and identity.

4.3. The Evolution of Identity

With the passage of time, China's identity has undergone evolution and changes. China's national
identity continued to evolve during the late Qing and early Republic of China periods and the 20th
century. From the downfall of the Qing Dynasty to the establishment of the People's Republic of
China, China's national identity underwent profound changes. In the late 20th century, China
experienced a cultural revival movement, emphasizing the importance of confidence, cultural
identity, and traditional Chinese culture. This movement has had a profound impact on China's
cultural identity. Globalization has made it easier for Chinese people to have access to external
cultures and ideas, which poses challenges and opportunities for China's identity recognition. Some
people seek to uphold traditional Chinese values in the era of globalization, while others seek a
more open cultural identity. Nationalism in China has gradually risen in recent years and has had a
significant impact on identity recognition. Some Chinese people closely link national identity with
national identity, emphasizing China's international status and power.

4.4. Multidimensional identity

Identity is multidimensional, influenced not only by national and ethnic factors, but also by
individual experience, social environment and cultural factors. There are many different dimensions
in China's identity, as shown in Figure 2.
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Figure 2: Identity in Different Dimensions

Cultural and historical differences in different regions of China have led to regional identity in
different regions, such as differences between the north and the south, and between cities and rural
areas. Gender identity is an important aspect of China's identity. Different experiences and social
status of men and women have an impact on identity. Religion and national identity also influence
the identity of China people, such as Hui Muslims and Buddhists. China people of different
generations may have different identities, especially in terms of social and cultural values. These
multidimensional factors make China's identity complex and rich, and also reflect the diversity of
China society. The evolution and multidimensional identity played a key role in the modern history
of China, reflecting the social and cultural changes.

5. Conclusions

During the late Qing Dynasty and early Republic of China, China underwent significant political,
social, and cultural changes, which had a profound impact on China’s identity. The conflicts and
interactions between tradition and modernity, state and nation, cultural identity and globalization
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have shaped the identity of Chinese people. The multidimensional and dynamic nature of identity
construction is fully reflected in modern Chinese history. Firstly, the identity of modern China has
been challenged and inspired by the transition from tradition to modernity. During the late Qing and
early Republic of China, there were significant changes in the political system, social structure, and
ideological concepts of Chinese society. Secondly, national and ethnic identity has become an
important component of modern Chinese identity. At the same time, China's national identity was
shaped by political leaders and thinkers, and its national identity evolved continuously during the
late Qing and early Republic of China periods and the 20th century. From the collapse of the Qing
Dynasty to the establishment of the People's Republic of China, China's national identity underwent
profound changes. The identity recognition in modern China is a dynamic and multidimensional
process, influenced by various factors such as politics, society, culture, and globalization. China's
identity has been constantly evolving in the long river of history, reflecting the transformation and
diversity of Chinese society. A deep understanding of the identity construction in modern China is
crucial for understanding modern Chinese history and the cultural and social development of
contemporary China.

References

[1] Yangcao F. History of Modern Chinese Literature Narrative of "Late Qing Dynasty and Early Republic"[J].
Journal of Jiangsu Normal University (Philosophy and Social Sciences Edition), 2022, 48(5):33-38.

[2] Xiaojing H U, Women education and New Year pictures in the late Qing and early Republic of China[J].Journal of
Hebei Normal University(Educational Science Edition), 2019, 38(11):56-61.

[3] Zhongyang B, Study of Women Chuan Xi Suo in the Late Qing Dynasty and Early Republic[J].Journal of Tianjin
University(Social Sciences), 2021, 17(3):19-27.

[4] Wanjin G, Dongjing A 1. On Confucian Classics between the Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic of China
[J].Journal of Tongren University, 2022, 10(9):48-55.

[5] Mengfei H U. Public Utilities of Shandong Canal City in the Late Qing Dynasty and Early Republic of China—
Taking Firefighting Organization of Dezhou as the Center[J].Journal of Dezhou University, 2018, 11(6):39-47.

[6] Xiaoxia X, Three-dimensional Writing of Modernity in Translation of Short Stories in Early Republic of
Chinae[J].Journal of Shenzhen University(Humanities & Social Sciences), 2018, 28(11):19-24.

[7] Huimin P, Qian Z, et al.The process of modernization and reflection of female newspaper practitioners' social
network in the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China[J].Chinese Journal of Journalism & Communication,
2019, 26(17):24-30.

[8] Qing-Yu Q I, Guan-Hua C. The Historical Logic of the Evolution of Chinese Law Education Objective [J].Theory
and Practice of Education, 2018, 6(1):5-10.

[9] Biao W.On the Development Evolution of Women's Teacher Education in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Early
Republic of China and Its Modern Enlightenment[J].Journal of Heihe University, 2018, 16(2):10-16.

[10] Guangliang Z, Weidong Z. An Analysis of the Modern Transformation of the State Supervision System in the Late
Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic of China[J].Academic Journal of Zhongzhou, 2019, 11(4):9-14.

113





