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Abstract: Under the influence of the trend of internationalization, with the increasing 

importance of English learning and the trend of younger English education in China, English 

education in private kindergartens has become one of the most discussed topics in early 

childhood education. It is of great significance to study the current situation of English 

education in bilingual kindergartens, analyze the existing problems and causes, and review 

and reflect on English education in bilingual kindergartens. This research adopts the 

questionnaire survey method to analyze and discuss the current situation of English 

education in bilingual kindergartens in Guangzhou, mainly from the aspects of teaching staff, 

classroom management, English environment creation, and parents' attitudes towards 

children's English education. In-depth analysis of English education in bilingual 

kindergartens has some problems. First, the understanding of the current kindergarten 

English education is biased; secondly, the level of English teachers is uneven; thirdly, the 

understanding of English environment creation is not thorough; fourth, the effect of 

classroom teaching is low; fifth. Teacher evaluation is unscientific; sixth. Lack of 

cooperation from family. The main reasons for the problems are analyzed from three aspects: 

kindergarten administrators, kindergarten English teachers and children's parents. The author 

hopes to help bilingual kindergartens improve the quality of English teaching through multi-

dimensional research, so that more children can benefit. 

1. Introduction 

In recent years there has been a large number of bilingual kindergartens popping up throughout 

the country of China. In these bilingual kindergartens, both English and Chinese early childhood 

education are provided to the students. For many families, these bilingual kindergartens are the 

solution to learning a language from an early age. 
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2. Literature Review 

This chapter will be divided into numerous sub-topics, namely (1) classroom management; (2) 

classroom setup; (3) English cognitive ability, and (4) parents’ attitude. 

2.1 Classroom Management 

Classroom management “refers to all of the things that a teacher does to organize students, space, 

time, and materials so that instruction in content and student learning can take place” [1]. In 

kindergarten classroom management, there are always more than one teacher in each class, especially 

in the bilingual kindergarten. Bilingual kindergarten in Guangzhou usually requires higher tuition 

than traditional kindergartens, there is usually always a Chinese lead teacher, an assistant teacher, and 

a teacher who takes care of kids’ daily life needs. Besides that, there may have a foreign teacher. It is 

generally understood that effective classroom management begins with a solid and meaningful 

curriculum[2]. A well-structured classroom management plan is able to improve students’ learning and 

behavior, as well as create a smooth working environment for teachers. Being that there is this many 

teachers in one class, the kids daily school life can be adjusted to their own needs and can be looked 

after better. With a difference from some other schools around the world, there may be a class with 

10-20 students with at sometimes 1 teacher. This means that not only does that teacher have to work 

very hard and take care of all the kids, they also have to try their best to take care of each students 

needs. In this type of classroom setting, some students might get left behind, less attention and looked 

over. However, with the majority of kindergartens in Chinese mainland, having at least 2 teachers, 

this problem is better addressed. With the addition of a foreign teacher this can sometimes bring the 

total teachers to one class up to 4! Each student can be well looked after and this can help the cognitive 

development of each child knowing that they are apart of the class. 

As Stoughton mentioned in the book, teachers understand that they will be evaluated by their 

administrators, co-workers, parents, and perhaps even the students themselves on the how well they 

control their classrooms [3]. Taking control of the classroom not only means to manage the students, 

managing all the teachers in one class is one of the important part in classroom management. It is 

common to see that many lead teachers have not realized that they need to manage their teaching 

team in the classroom. This point is very important because although some of the studnets might be 

young, from the outside it can be very easily seen if the teachers are not in sync, or are not on the 

same page. Each teacher’s teaching style and methods should be somewhat in unison with each other 

in order to not only create a smooth teaching environment but to also aid to the progress of each 

student[4-5]. Therefore, the lead teacher for a certain class has a somewhat greater deal of responsibility 

of not only their students but the teachers, their teaching/learning environment, and classroom 

lifestyle. Building a strong teaching team in each class is what kindergarten managers and teachers 

have ignored in their career development.  

Classroom management plays a central role in developing a secure and functional structure in a 

classroom, emergence of positive and negative behavior, and reaching the educational goals [6]. For 

school administrators and experienced teachers, classroom management skills are the most basic and 

valuable set of skills that new teachers should have [7-11].All the kindergarten teachers should clearly 

define their roles and they need to realize that they are teachers instead that of a babysitter. Even so, 

a great deal of being a kindergarten teacher is taking care of the students, and looking after them, their 

education is still at upmost importance. Therefore, each teacher of each class should have the same 

mindset of what to do better to enhance the learning environment for the kids. A big problem may be 

that most Chinese teachers do not have enough of an English background to communicate with 

foreign teachers, which becomes the barrier to build a teaching team of the class. It is hard to improve 

Chinese teachers’ English in a short time, however, are there any essential methods to help them 
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manage the teachers in the class? 

2.2 Classroom Setup 

Classroom setup is an important component in a learning environment because it is an essential 

part of classroom management to support both teachers’ teaching and students’ learning. Traditional 

definition of classroom setup talks about the physical atmosphere of the classroom, which can help 

promote and improve learning as well as prevent behavior issues[12]. The structuring of the learning 

environment is essential for teachers and students. The physical arrangement of the classroom can 

affect both student and teacher behavior. 

Everyday objects displayed in schools or classrooms can be distracting when they distract from 

studying. In one study, kindergarten children were randomly assigned to take an introductory science 

class in a classroom with many or no walls. Students in classrooms with wall screens are more 

distracted and perform worse with textbooks than students in empty classrooms. “Furniture 

arrangement in the classroom influences how comfortable students feel and the amount of interaction 

with other students and with the teacher [13-14]  

LePage et al. point out that in the past, most teachers reported that they learned how best to manage 

their classrooms once on the job, and not during their teacher preparation. Teacher education 

programs are increasingly paying attention to the explicit instruction of classroom management 

strategies [15]. 

2.2.1 Classroom Patterns 

In order to create an inviting, safe, supportive learning environment, using classroom management 

for the way teachers arrange the desks matters. What needs to be considered is not only the 

arrangement of the table, but also where the teachers will stand, where they will talk, where they will 

teach, and where the blackboard is. All of these components have a lot to do with the way a student 

will not only take in information, but also with how well they will pay attention in class. There are 

multiple ways that a classroom can be setup, here are a few. 

Classroom arrangements can follow different patterns such as (From WIKI): 

Traditional (students facing the instructor) 

Stadium Seating (or Angled Rows with Desks Touching) 

Modified U (or Horseshoe) 

Groups (or Pods, Teams) 

Combination (desks in various positions) 

Roundtable (students and instructors facing the center) 

There are some Classroom arrangements that always implicated in bilingual kindergartens, such 

as Modified U, Groups and Combination. However, this only comes from the observation since most 

studies about classroom patterns focus on K12 class settings. Some research suggests that seating 

location is related to academic achievement and classroom participation and class arrangement has 

the ability to affect the communal environment within the room. Though there is a lack of studies 

which have talked about kindergarten classroom settings, it is an important part to create an opening 

environment for children to learn. This aspect should be researched to see where the best effect on 

students, and using what method will help create and make the learning environment flourish. From 

the observation, most of the kindergartens in Guangzhou divides students into groups, that’s why 

Group Independent learning has becoming a popular topic that the government suggests kindergartens 

to use. 
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2.2.2 Classroom Environment Decoration 

Dr. James J. Asher states that “good language learners achieve fluency faster when they are 

immersed in activities that involve them in situational language use”, “Good language learners often 

start their language learning with a period of silence as they watch the effect of language on others” 

and “Good language learners show comprehension by successfully accomplishing language-

generated tasks” [16].  It is very important that a language teacher demonstrates or models first and 

gives students some time to understand before having them practice. When the language teacher is 

teaching these new words, sentences etc., they should also be very vibrant, colorful, outgoing. By 

using these methods to teach young students, it is easy to attract their attention, not only making them 

want to stay in the classroom, but also helping to improve the speed at which each child absorbs 

knowledge. 

There are some positive effects on foreign language learning for young children in the research. 

Shan has mentioned that classroom environment can provide rule segregation and feedback for the 

development of the language monitor, and also recommended the importance of the formal classroom 

environment in second language acquisition. A supportive classroom environment, which includes 

the formal and informal learning environment, played an important role in increasing children’s 

English proficiency. Krashen found out that both formal and informal environments made great 

contribution to second language learning, claiming that “an informal environment provides the 

necessary input for acquisition while the classroom aids in increasing learned competence.” Secondly, 

“the classroom may serve as an ‘intake’ informal environment as well as a formal linguistic 

environment” [17]. 

The creation of a good material environment plays a key role in children's English learning. He 

Surui(2017) mentioned that the creation of the material environment should be based on the 

development level of children's English, combined with children's existing life experience, age 

characteristics and English skills, targeted and planned arrangements. Specific activity props, 

operating materials and situational environments help children acquire English through natural 

penetration such as games, operations, observation, listening and reading. 

It is also necessary to create an English corner. The English corner is an area where children can 

apply English in game activities through hands-on operations on objects, pictures, and daily 

necessities. Teachers provide space for children to carry out English game activities by placing 

materials. Children can play English games or hand-made activities in the English corner, so that they 

can actively apply English to their daily life. 

Using the wall setting, in the environment of private kindergartens, the wall is the most 

conspicuous and largest picture area, which can directly stimulate children and play a subtle role in 

them. Teachers can make full use of the washroom, interior and corridor walls in the classroom, and 

write relevant English phrases, such as pasting pictures of washing hands and English (Please wash 

your hands) on the sink; in the library area Combined with English pictures ( Please be quiet ) and so 

on. Children may not know the words on these walls, but they know that they are in English when 

they see them, which stimulates children's English thinking ability and naturally penetrates into 

English. 

Besides the classroom materials environment creation, He Surui (2017) also talked about the 

creation of the interpersonal environment. The creation of the interpersonal environment is to use 

English as much as possible for dialogue between teachers and children and between teachers in 

organizing children to carry out English teaching activities and daily life transition links in a certain 

period of time, so as to create more opportunities for children to imitate and interact with English, 

thereby enhancing their sensitivity to English and cultivating their awareness and ability to 

communicate in English.   
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2.3 English Cognitive Ability 

In terms of the importance of English cognitive ability, Karl Marx has given some suggestions on 

how to learn a foreign language. He said when a person is learning a foreign language, he must not 

always be translating everything into his own. If he does this, it shows he hasn’t mastered it. He must 

be able to use the foreign language, forgetting all about his own. If he can’t do this, he hasn’t really 

grasped the spirit of the foreign language and can’t use it freely. So for kids learning languages at 

such a young age, they are not only learning a their own mother tongue, they are also leaning a foreign 

language at the same time. This is very important as regards to language learning because for the 

study of any kind of language, the cultivation of its thinking ability is crucial. Specifically for this 

young age group of children, before they know how to fully converse, they won’t be needing to 

translate each sentence, word, phrase in their heads because of this style and time of language being 

taught to them. Therefore, the development of students' English teaching can not only expand 

students' cultural horizons, improve students' humanistic literacy, and have a deeper understanding of 

Western culture and mainstream ideas. This means that teaching and learning English, (in this case) 

can not only be done during formal English class. It also has to be done outside of class time, in the 

hallways, outside the classroom, in the lunchroom, outside of school. In actual teaching, students can 

really be trained in English thinking skills both inside and outside the class and this can have an 

enormous impact on them. Some of the bilingual educators and parents haven’t realized the 

importance of building the cognitive ability in acquiring a new language. That is one of the important 

reasons that parents send their kids to bilingual schools. 

Previous studies have shown that that children’s English attainment is often confounded with 

environmental factors [18-20], such as parents with higher education levels being more likely to provide 

more resources for their children’s language learning. Or there could be some type of outside 

influence, English being spoke to kids at home, listening to English music, watching tv shows. All of 

these factors play a big role in learning a new language, and all relate to being inside a language 

learning environment.  

Most studies in the field of teaching English to Chinese kindergarten kids have tended to focus on 

children’s language improvement rather than the establishment of children’s English cognitive 

abilities. As Krashen said in 1975 “Language acquisition in children proceeds by process which is 

called acquisition (hence forth a technical term). If the children are allowed the necessary input during 

some critical period, complete competence in the target language (first or second) appears to be 

inevitable.” Being at such a young age as kindergarten students are, they amount of formal “textbook” 

learning of another language that they will be doing is very small in comparison natural language 

learning. I.e., being immersed in the foreign language environment, hearing it, seeing it every day or 

often enough where it become a part of their day and a portion of life. For these kindergarten English 

learners, it is more “acquire” a language than “learn” a language. 

2.4 Parents’ Attitude 

Barbara (1996) has done the qualitative survey about parental attitudes toward bilingualism. The 

results shows that parents gave three major reasons for enrolling their children in the program: 

positive exposure to cultural diversity, early second language acquisition, and enhanced career 

opportunities. This is why more and more financially capable parents send their children to bilingual 

kindergartens, especially the kindergartens with foreign teachers. Most of the parents believe that 

foreign teachers can provide more authentic English teaching, which indicates that they would like to 

choose kindergartens which provide English environment being established by foreign teachers. This 

has been a determining factor in parents choosing what kindergartens that their children should go to. 

The current situation is that all the bilingual kindergartens have to face to is about how to take control 
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of foreign teachers’ teaching ability. It is by no means a certainty that the presence of a foreign teacher 

will improve the quality of education as many of these teachers are hired more to be a foreign mascot 

than for their teaching skills. The view is in China that just having the resources of foreign teachers, 

and leading classes in a school is enough to bring not only parents in, but also more money in, 

however there is so many flaws to this. The strategy of these schools is to convince parents that the 

presence of foreigners, often non-native speakers with less ability than local English teachers will 

somehow give their children English fluency. In the past in some cases, there has been non-native 

English speakers teaching English, meanwhile some local Chinese teachers have a better grasp on the 

English language. This is where huge problems start to arrive not only in kindergartens but also in 

the reliability of the school, the curriculum and the management of the class[21-23]. 

3. Conclusion 

From Shan’s research, “Chinese parents will gain higher personal satisfaction and self-esteem if 

their children gain better scores and academic achievement. Surprisingly, almost none of the parents 

advocated learning process and knowledge acquisition are as important as scores and academic 

achievement.” The "Guidelines for Kindergarten Education" points out: "The important partners of 

kindergartens are parents of young children. Therefore, kindergartens should strive for the 

understanding, support and active participation of parents based on the principles of respect, equality 

and cooperation, and actively help parents to improve their educational ability." Studies have also 

shown that parents play a crucial role in the process of children learning a second language. Schultz's 

research points out that parental participation is the key to young children's first language learning. If 

parents can fluently communicate with their children face-to-face in a second language, it will be 

very easy for children to master and use the second language. Bachelor also pointed out. Good 

bilingual teaching is suitable for each child, and individual education should be given to each child 

according to the situation of language mastery and use. If parents can provide language tutoring 

according to the child's mastery of the second language, the effect of bilingual learning will be better. 

But nowadays parents rarely speak English with their children, and children also don't take the 

initiative to speak English at home. Therefore, parents cannot keep abreast of their children's English 

learning, and the English knowledge learned in kindergarten cannot be well consolidated, and 

children's English learning will not receive good results.  
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