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Abstract: Through the inheritance of traditional Chinese culture and the innovation of 

contemporary culture, film and television productions have promoted cultural development 

and continuity. Simultaneously, they have showcased China's unique landscapes, historical 

heritage, and societal progress, thereby propagating and shaping the nation's image. Film 

and television productions not only influence international perceptions and attitudes 

towards China but also promote its image by highlighting its developmental achievements 

and cultural distinctiveness. There exists an interactive relationship and mutual influence 

between film and television productions, cultural inheritance, and the national image. A 

study of the impact of film and television productions on cultural inheritance and the 

national image provides a deeper understanding of their significant role in disseminating 

Chinese culture and promoting the country's image. 

1. Introduction 

Film and television productions, as essential cultural products, play a crucial role in the 

dissemination of cultural heritage and the shaping of a nation's image. China, with its rich history 

and cultural heritage, inherently underscores the significance of film and television productions in 

preserving and promoting Chinese culture and molding the national image. By narrating Chinese 

stories, these productions provide audiences with an entertaining yet profound understanding of the 

nation's uniqueness. This paper aims to investigate the impact of Chinese film and television 

productions on the transmission of culture and the projection of the national image. The findings are 

expected to further propel the development of the Chinese film and television industry, enhance the 

international influence of Chinese culture, and bolster the nation's image on the global stage. 

2. Cultural Heritage and National Image 

2.1. Content of Cultural Heritage 

Cultural heritage refers to the process of passing down the valuable cultural legacies of a nation, 

society, or community to succeeding generations for preservation, enrichment, and development. It 
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comprises three main aspects: material cultural heritage, spiritual cultural heritage, and the 

inheritance of social relationships. Material cultural heritage involves the transmission of historical 

and cultural knowledge through tangible legacies, enabling future generations to understand, 

appreciate, and protect their heritage. Spiritual cultural heritage involves passing on traditional ideas, 

values, moral standards, and other spiritual aspects to protect and propagate the cultural essence of a 

nation[1]. The inheritance of social relationships pertains to the transmission and development of 

social systems and organizational forms, encompassing family relationships, marriage systems, 

social customs, political systems, and more. Through the inheritance of social relationships, 

succeeding generations can understand and uphold the social experiences of their predecessors, 

shaping their own social responsibilities and moral values. 

2.2. Significance of Cultural Heritage for Social Development and National Image 

Cultural heritage serves as the foundation for social development, determining the social 

structure and organizational forms of a nation or society. By preserving and promoting traditional 

culture, people can experience a sense of identity, unify around common values and understanding, 

establish a harmonious social order, and propel social development. Furthermore, cultural heritage 

plays a crucial role in nurturing talent and innovation[2]. Traditional culture contains a wealth of 

wisdom and experience that, when passed down, can foster innovative individuals. The preservation 

of traditional culture is not only a mark of respect for the past but also a valuable source of ideas 

and methods for future development. Additionally, cultural heritage is a key instrument in shaping a 

nation's image. A country's image depends not only on its economic strength and political standing 

but also on its cultural soft power. By preserving and promoting its unique culture, a nation can 

establish a distinctive image on the international stage, garner international attention and respect, 

and enhance its global influence. 

3. The Influence of Film and Television Productions on Cultural Heritage 

3.1 The Role of Film and Television Productions in Preserving Traditional Culture 

3.1.1 Modes of Cultural Inheritance through Film and Television Productions 

Film and television productions play an indispensable role in the preservation of culture. Through 

their influential medium, they convey a nation's values, historical narratives, and folk customs, 

vividly presenting these elements to the audience and exerting a profound impact on cultural 

heritage. Two classic examples, "Dream of the Red Chamber" and "The Palace of Ming Dynasty," 

illustrate how film and television reshape literary classics and contribute to cultural preservation. 

Firstly, taking "Dream of the Red Chamber" as an example, this literary masterpiece has been 

adapted into television dramas multiple times, with the 1987 version directed by Wang Fulin being 

the most renowned. This work reinterprets the novel's characters, plotlines, and aesthetic values in a 

distinctive manner, utilizing visually striking imagery and character-defining audio elements. It 

revives the precious spirit of resistance inherent in this classic literary work from a feudal era, 

rekindling a wave of research in "Hongxue" (Redology). This precisely validates the "two-step flow 

theory" in communication theory, where the television drama serves as an intermediary transmitting 

cultural information among the audience[3]. After watching the drama, viewers may share their 

experiences with friends, family, and on social media, further amplifying the impact of cultural 

heritage transmission. Such exchanges help ignite the younger generation's interest in traditional 

culture, facilitating cultural preservation and dissemination. 

Secondly, the television drama "The Palace of Ming Dynasty" is a historical work depicting the 
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history of the Ming Dynasty. Through compelling actor performances, grandiose settings, and 

detailed historical backgrounds, it reenacts the culture and history of the Ming era. Viewers gain a 

better understanding of Chinese historical and cultural heritage through this series, aligning with 

media communication theory. In recent years, historical dramas have gained immense popularity, 

exposing viewers to historical and cultural backgrounds through television media. This, in turn, 

encourages in-depth research and discussions, moving beyond surface-level plotlines and celebrity 

appeal to delve deeper into historical culture[4]. Additionally, this trend has sparked a revival of 

interest in traditional Chinese clothing, known as "Hanfu," further promoting the inheritance of 

historical culture. 

3.1.2 The Role of Film and Television Productions in Disseminating Traditional Cultural 

Values and Ethical Concepts 

Film and television productions play a crucial role in disseminating traditional cultural values 

and ethical concepts. They not only entertain audiences but also subtly convey important societal 

and cultural messages. Specifically, through character development, plot arrangement, and 

metaphorical techniques, film and television productions effectively disseminate traditional cultural 

values and ethical concepts, guiding audiences to contemplate these ideas deeply. 

For instance, the film "To Live," directed by Zhang Yimou, is known for its profound societal 

and ethical themes. Through the life experiences of its protagonist, Fugui (played by Ge You), the 

film vividly conveys Chinese family values, unity, and resilience, among other traditional beliefs. 

While watching the film, the audience can feel the significance of these values through Fugui's 

experiences and also reflect on the indifference towards these values in modern society. This mode 

of dissemination emphasizes the role of film and television productions as educational tools, 

guiding audiences to reconsider their own values and behavioral principles through emotional 

resonance[5]. 

From a communication theory perspective, this can be explained as a part of media effects. Films, 

as a medium, do not only transmit information but can also shape attitudes and values of the 

audience. After watching a film, the audience might resonate with the traditional cultural values and 

ethical concepts presented in the film, influencing their daily behavior and decision-making, thus 

promoting the preservation and propagation of these concepts. 

3.2 The Innovative and Driving Role of Film and Television Productions in Contemporary 

Culture 

3.2.1 The Leading Role of Film and Television Productions in Contemporary Cultural Trends 

and Fashion 

Film and television productions play a significant role in innovation and driving contemporary 

culture, not only reflecting modern cultural trends and fashion but also leading and shaping them. 

Specifically, through unique storytelling, character development, visual effects, and other means, 

film and television productions become engines of cultural innovation. 

For example, the HBO-produced series "Game of Thrones" has played a leading role in 

contemporary culture. This series is renowned for its complex storylines and profound character 

development, and it has influenced fashion and aesthetics through its fantasy and medieval visual 

style. Many fans have emulated the clothing and hairstyles of the characters and even incorporated 

the show's themes into their weddings. This phenomenon exemplifies how film and television 

productions can lead contemporary cultural trends and the deep emotional resonance that audiences 

have with these works. 
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From a communication theory perspective, this can be explained as a manifestation of media 

determinism. Media, in this case, film and television productions, do not merely convey information 

but also shape and influence culture[6]. When audiences watch film and television productions, they 

are drawn to the cultural elements and styles presented in the works, incorporating them into their 

own lives. This phenomenon is particularly pronounced in the digital media era, as film and 

television productions can disseminate and deeply influence the public in unprecedented ways. 

3.2.2 The Impact of Film and Television Productions on Cultural Identity and Values 

Formation in the Younger Generation 

Film and television productions not only reflect the diversity of contemporary society but also 

have a profound impact on the cultural identity and values formation of the younger generation. For 

example, the British Channel 4 and the American company Netflix produced the mini-series "Black 

Mirror," which has influenced the values and cultural identity of the younger generation through its 

profound exploration of technology and social ethics. 

"Black Mirror" explores the impact of technology on society, interpersonal relationships, and 

ethics through a series of standalone storylines. It has prompted viewers to contemplate modern 

societal issues such as virtual reality, social media, privacy concerns, and more. Younger viewers 

often find themselves reflecting on the positive and negative aspects of technology and the 

significance of social ethics after watching the series. The influence of this show can be explained 

using the "symbolic interaction theory" in communication theory, where viewers interact with the 

symbols presented in the media and form their understanding of cultural identity and values. 

Additionally, the South Korean drama "While You Were Sleeping" serves as a prime example. 

This series, through its romantic love story, showcases Korean culture, local customs, and values 

related to family, friendship, and love. It has had a positive impact on the cultural identity of 

younger viewers, attracting their interest in Korean culture and promoting the spread of Hallyu 

(Korean Wave) culture. This phenomenon can be explained from the perspective of the "cultural 

expression theory" in communication theory, where media serves as a means of cultural expression 

and influences the cultural identity of the audience by showcasing the characteristics of different 

cultures[7]. 

4. The Role of Film and Television Productions in Shaping the National Image 

4.1 How Film and Television Productions Showcase China's Natural Scenery and Historical 

Culture 

Film and television productions play a significant role in shaping the national image by 

showcasing China's natural scenery and historical culture. For example, director Ang Lee's film 

"Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon" beautifully captures China's natural landscapes and martial arts 

culture. This film immerses viewers in breathtaking settings like cliffs, majestic mountains, lush 

bamboo forests, and showcases the profound beauty of Chinese martial arts through remarkable 

action scenes. Audiences worldwide can experience a glimpse of Chinese martial arts that 

encompasses not only the aesthetics of Hong Kong cinema but also the graceful swordplay. This 

helps in shaping an image of China as a nation with rich cultural depth. 

This phenomenon can be explained using the "symbolic interaction theory" in communication 

theory. Audiences interact with the symbols (natural landscapes and martial arts scenes) presented 

in the film, representing China's natural beauty and cultural uniqueness. This interaction influences 

their perception, providing them with a deeper understanding and a positive impression of China. 

Additionally, the TV series "Nirvana in Fire" is another example. Through its intricate historical 
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narrative, it successfully portrays the essence of Chinese history and culture. This series reflects the 

political systems, social ethics, and moral values of ancient Chinese society through compelling 

character development and plot arrangements. Viewers not only gain insights into historical events 

but also develop a deeper understanding of Chinese historical culture, including political philosophy, 

Confucian thought, and more. 

Film and television productions play a crucial role in conveying China's social development and 

national spirit. An example is the television series "Like a Flowing River," which is based on Ah 

Nai's novel and portrays China's economic development and societal transformation since the 

reform and opening-up policy. The series, through the entrepreneurial journey of its protagonist, 

reflects China's transition from isolation to openness and from poverty to prosperity. This film 

emphasizes innovation, resilience, and the spirit of hard work, demonstrating the determination and 

courage of the Chinese people in the face of social development challenges[8]. This phenomenon 

can be explained through the "narrative theory" in communication theory. Film and television 

productions, through vivid storytelling and profound character development, help audiences better 

comprehend the complexities and challenges of societal development. Viewers can gain a deeper 

understanding of China's social development journey and the role of the national spirit within it. 

The film "Battle of Lake Changjin" is set against the backdrop of the Korean War and showcases 

the loyalty, discipline, and dedication of Chinese soldiers, conveying a strong message about the 

national spirit. This series portrays the unwavering stance and heroic actions of Chinese soldiers 

during a time of national crisis, promoting a sense of patriotism. The "media effects" theory in 

communication theory can explain this phenomenon. Television series, as a medium, influence 

audience attitudes and values. Viewers may resonate with the dedication and patriotism of the 

soldiers after watching the series, helping to convey the Chinese national spirit. 

4.2 The Impact of Film and Television Productions on the International Community and 

Perception of China 

4.2.1 The Influence of Film and Television Productions on the International Community's 

Perception and Attitudes toward China 

Film and television productions have a profound influence on the international community's 

perception and attitudes toward China. The film "Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon" gained global 

popularity and presented China's natural beauty and martial arts traditions through its captivating 

narrative, characters, and visual effects. Audiences learned about China's rich cultural heritage and 

stunning natural wonders, dispelling stereotypes and changing their preconceived notions of China. 

This can be explained using the "media determinism" theory, where the media, in this case, the film, 

not only conveys information but also shapes audience attitudes and perceptions. The international 

influence of film and television productions also strengthens the international community's attitude 

toward China[9]. The rise of the Chinese film industry and the performance of Chinese directors and 

actors at international film festivals have bolstered international confidence in China's film industry. 

This phenomenon reflects the "media effects" theory, where the media has a positive impact on the 

international community's perceptions of China. 

4.2.2 How Film and Television Productions Convey China's Achievements and National 

Image Abroad 

Film and television productions play a vital role in conveying China's achievements and national 

image to the world. A clear example is the Chinese documentary series "A Bite of China," which 

showcases the diverse food culture and regional cuisine of China. These documentaries use food as 
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a medium to introduce international audiences to China's geographical diversity and cultural 

richness, deepening their interest in China. This can be explained using the "cultural symbol 

interaction theory" in communication theory, where the exchange of cultural symbols (food) 

promotes a positive portrayal of the national image. The international dissemination of film and 

television productions also helps convey China's achievements. The Chinese TV series "River 

Flows to You," for instance, tells the story of rural reform in China during the reform and opening-

up era. It showcases China's economic development and social transformation. Viewers gain a 

better understanding of China's development journey, which contributes to strengthening the 

international community's positive perception of China. 

5. The Interplay Between Film and Television Productions in Cultural Inheritance and the 

Portrayal of National Image 

Film and television productions have a significant cross-influence between cultural inheritance 

and the portrayal of the national image, which is evident in numerous specific cases. For example, 

the movie "Painted Skin" not only carries forward classic stories from ancient Chinese literature 

like "Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio" but also, through its visual effects and narrative 

techniques, showcases the mystery and supernatural elements of Chinese traditional culture. This 

film gained international attention, enhancing global audiences' understanding of Chinese culture 

and promoting the traditional aspects of China. This aligns with the "cultural expression theory" in 

communication theory, where film and television productions can convey a nation's unique cultural 

elements, contributing to cultural inheritance. 

Furthermore, film and television productions also influence cultural inheritance by promoting the 

national image. Take the Chinese TV series "Empresses in the Palace" as an example. Through its 

profound historical storytelling and character development, it successfully portrays China's ancient 

political system, social ethics, and moral values. This further reinforces international awareness of 

China's cultural heritage, while also shaping the image of China as a nation with a rich history and 

culture. The "symbolic interaction theory" in communication theory can explain this phenomenon, 

as audiences engage with symbols (historical events, cultural elements) presented in the TV series, 

resulting in a new understanding of Chinese cultural inheritance[10]. 

Film and television productions employ various methods to shape and promote the national 

image through cultural inheritance. They not only transmit a country's cultural heritage but also 

strengthen the national image through storytelling, character development, and visual effects. For 

example, the Chinese movie "League of Gods" conveys Chinese traditional culture and social 

values successfully through breathtaking visuals and deep storytelling. Viewers can experience the 

depth and preciousness of Chinese culture, shaping a positive national image. This aligns with the 

"media effects" theory in communication theory, where film, as a medium, influences audience 

attitudes and perceptions. 

The Indian film "Baahubali: The Beginning" showcases Indian ancient culture and traditional 

values through grand visual effects and complex storytelling. Viewers gain a deeper understanding 

of Indian culture and history, along with a profound impression of India's cultural diversity and 

glorious past. This is consistent with the "cultural expression theory," wherein film and television 

productions serve as a means of cultural expression, aiding in the dissemination of a nation's 

cultural elements and image. 

6. Conclusion 

Chinese film and television productions have played a crucial role in cultural inheritance by 

showcasing traditional values, historical stories, and national spirit. They help us better understand 
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and pass down China's cultural heritage. These productions also positively contribute to the 

portrayal of the national image by presenting China's beautiful landscapes, unique regional cultures, 

and successful examples from around the world. However, it's important to acknowledge that film 

and television productions face challenges related to commercialization, which can lead to 

superficial content and the formation of stereotypes. Therefore, it is essential to strengthen oversight 

of these productions and promote the creation and dissemination of excellent works. Only then can 

Chinese film and television productions make a more significant contribution to the propagation of 

Chinese culture and the enhancement of the national image. 
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