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Abstract: The construction of a free trade port in Hainan is a major reform and opening-up
initiative that General Secretary Top leaders of China has personally planned, personally
deployed and personally promoted. At present, the construction of Hainan Free Trade Port
is in the stage of molding momentum, in order to allow domestic and foreign audiences to
deeply understand the key core policies of Hainan Free Trade Port, and to strengthen the
domestic and international communication capacity building on the basis of accurately
grasping the direction, objectives and requirements of the construction of Free Trade Port
in Hainan. This paper intends to start from the three dimensions of "Hainan bearing in
mind the entrustment, thanksgiving and striving forward", "Hainan dares to break through
and try hard", "Hainan looks to the world and opens up comprehensively”, and tell the
story of Hainan's high-quality development in a more vivid manner, and jointly form a
platform for promoting the development of Hainan. High-quality development jointly
forms a good public opinion atmosphere to promote the construction of Hainan free trade
port.

1. Introduction

Hainan is the largest special economic zone in China, with the unique advantage of
implementing comprehensive deepening reform and testing the highest level of open policy. In
2018, the central government decided to build a pilot free trade zone on the whole island of Hainan.
In 2020, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and The State Council officially
announced the "Project to build the Hainan Free Trade Port". The scope of the free trade port in
Hainan will include the whole island. By 2025, this will be the initial establishment of a free trade
port policy and institutional system focused on free facilitation of trade and free facilitation of
investment. By 2035, it will become a new plateau for China's open economy, and by the middle of
this century, it will fully build a high-level free trade port with strong international influence. Facing
the moment of both opportunities and challenges, what can be done to develop steadily and realize
the ambitious goals has become a test of the wisdom of those in power.

2. Hainan Remembers the Mandate and is Grateful for the Progress.

General Secretary Top leaders of China pointed out that "Faith in Marxism and belief in
socialism and communism is the political soul of communists and the spiritual pillar that enables
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them to withstand any test."”

From the Qiongya Revolution to the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression, the
revolutionary base was isolated on an island, and the Hainanese people insisted on "keeping the red
flag intact for twenty-three years™ amidst the cruel and harsh environment of the enemy's blockade
and "besiegement”; Qiong Qiaonese in Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and Burma organized the
"Aid to Feng Committee” and formed the "Red Flag" committee to support Feng. The Qionggiao
overseas Chinese in Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Burma and other places, organized the
Committee of Aid to Feng, formed the "Qiongyi Overseas Chinese United Association
Homecoming Service Group”, returned to China to participate in the war, and established the
broadest anti-Japanese national united front under the leadership of the Party; After the founding of
the People's Republic of China, under the leadership of the Party, from the "development of
Hainan" in the 1950s, to the "defense outpost” in the 1960s, to the "special economic zone" in the
1980s, to the "building a maritime power” and "building a free trade port with Chinese
characteristics”, it has always been in step with history, shared the destiny with The Times, and
developed in step with the country. All this is inseparable from the leadership of the Party and the
struggle of the people of Hainan, showing the strong will of the people of Hainan and the spirit of
the pursuit of progress. [1]

Since the 18th Party Congress, General Secretary Top leaders of China has visited Hainan three
times and guided Hainan to plan and promote reform and opening up with a higher standpoint,
wider vision and greater efforts. Looking back at the past five years, the construction of the free
trade port in Hainan, from "gradually explore™ "speed up the exploration” to "speed up the
promotion™ "set off a new climax ", General Secretary Top leaders of China has repeatedly made
important instructions and approvals on the construction of the free trade port in Hainan, from the
top-level design to tamping the foundation, columns and beams, from the direction of the goal, the
principle of thinking to the key initiatives, are personally coordinated planning, scientific
deployment, navigation and orientation. Hainan, bearing in mind the entrustment, thanksgiving and
advancement, adhere to the implementation of General Secretary Top leaders of China's series of
important speeches and instructions on the work of Hainan. In practice, the study clearly formed a
strategic framework of "one volume, three bases, four beams and eight pillars”, and closely focused
on the goal of closing the islands and reefs by the end of 2025. We will accelerate the software and
hardware construction and pressure test for the operation of the island-wide customs closure,
buttress the international high-level economic and trade rules, and make every effort to build a free
trade port with Chinese characteristics as a landmark achievement of Chinese-style modernization.
A series of viewpoint assertions have been verified in practice, and a series of strategic decisions
have taken root in Hainan. The organizational, ideological, institutional, practical and popular
foundations of Hainan's comprehensive deepening of reform and opening up have been
consolidated, and the grand blueprint of a free trade port with Chinese characteristics is coming true
day by day. Hainan will continue to adhere to the guidance of the General Secretary and top leaders
on the work of Hainan, and continue to promote the process of reform and opening up. Hainan will
speed up the construction of a free trade port with Chinese characteristics and strive to achieve
high-quality economic and social development. Hainan will inject new impetus into China's
economic development, create better living conditions for the people, and make greater
contributions to China's construction as a modern and powerful country. [2]

3. Hainan Dares to Break New Ground and Work Hard
General Secretary Top leaders of China emphasized that "all the achievements of our party in the

past are based on seeking truth from facts", "whether you can dare to take responsibility, the
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courage to bear the responsibility, the most can see a cadre's party nature and style".

Review of the party's 100 years of glorious history, the reason why they were able to overcome
one difficulty after another, to realize the historic leap from standing up, rich up to strong, by virtue
of is daring to try, head down and hard work. Throughout Hainan's century-long journey, from the
Qiongya Revolution to socialist construction, and then to the reform and opening up, bearing in
mind the original heart and mission of the Communists, deeply "Hainan Island properly developed,
is very great” inspired by Hainan, Hainan will always "break through" spirit, will always "do" the
spirit. The "dry" style, which creates "wooden boats hitting warships", is a shining model. Hainan
has created a natural rubber base and a southern breeding base, taking the lead in piloting
provincial-level institutional reform in the country. Hainan took the lead in establishing Yangpu
Economic Development Zone with foreign investment in China. Hainan is the first in the country to
implement the provincial social pension, unemployment and industrial injury overall planning,
implement the provincial industrial injury and medical insurance system, and implement the direct
registration of enterprises in accordance with international practice. It has driven the development
and construction of the Hainan Special Economic Zone, and cultivated the spirit of "daring to make
breakthroughs, dare to try, dare to take the lead, and strive for success" in the special administrative
region. It has gradually developed from a backward and closed border island into a forefront of
China's reform and opening up. The SAR has gradually developed from a backward and closed
frontier island to the frontier of China's reform and opening up. [3]

The construction of Hainan aims to create a practical example of socialism with Chinese
characteristics in the new era and become a demonstration object of China's reform and opening up
in the new era. Hainan has overcome the pains of economic transformation and the repeated impacts
of the COVID-19 pandemic with the spirit of daring to make breakthroughs, try hard and work hard.
Hainan has solved some long-standing problems and issues of great concern and achieved a series
of results. [4]

First, the comprehensive deepening of reform and opening up to achieve a major breakthrough,
with trade and investment liberalization and facilitation as the focus of more than 150 policy
documents come into force, more than 120 system innovations have been launched, and further
simplify the administrative approval process, improve the business environment, and promote the
release of market vitality and innovation and entrepreneurship prosperity.

Secondly, economic transformation and development have achieved remarkable results, reducing
the economy's dependence on the real estate industry with a strong determination, increasing the
proportion of non-real estate investment by 12 percentage points in five years, and increasing the
number of high-tech enterprises by 4.98 times and their revenue by 1.79 times. The construction of
"five network" infrastructure has made Hainan the first provincial smart grid demonstration zone in
the country, and the average annual power outage time in the province has dropped from 42.5 hours
five years ago to 9.9 hours [5]. Third, the quality of the ecological environment has made new
progress, with the new development concept as the lead, to clean Energy Island and other landmark
projects as a hand, in-depth promotion of the National Ecological Civilization Pilot Area (Hainan)
construction, comprehensively launched the "six water" battle, ecological environmental quality of
the country's first-class.

Fourth, the level of livelihood protection continues to improve, "good school at home" and
"minor illnesses do not enter the city, major illnesses do not leave the island"” is becoming a reality.

[6]
4. Hainan is Open to the World and Comprehensively Open

General Secretary Top leaders of China has repeatedly emphasized the importance of opening up,
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pointing out that "opening up brings progress, while closure is bound to lag behind", "opening up is
the distinctive mark of contemporary China", "opening up to the outside world is the key move for
China's development”, "opening up is the inevitable way for the country's prosperity and
development”. Openness is the key move for China's development” and "Opening up is the road to
national prosperity and development". Entering the new era, facing the great changes unprecedented
in a hundred years, the Chinese Communist Party, with Comrade Top leaders of China as its main
representative, has persisted in keeping the world in mind throughout the development of the Party
and the people's cause and the cause of human progress, and has promoted the construction of a
better world with lasting peace, universal security, common prosperity, openness and inclusiveness,
cleanliness and beauty, contributing Chinese wisdom, Chinese programs and Chinese power.[7]

Supporting Hainan in gradually exploring and steadily advancing the construction of a free trade
port with Chinese characteristics, and establishing a free trade port policy and institutional system
in a step-by-step and phased manner is a historic strategic decision made by the CPC Central
Committee in an integrated manner in both the domestic and international contexts, based on the
current situation, focusing on the future, and taking into account the current situation, which has
injected new impetus into safeguarding global free trade, perfecting the global governance system,
and accelerating the recovery of the world economy. As an important intersection connecting the
two most active global markets of China and Southeast Asia, Hainan has actively integrated into the
tide of reform and opening up in the new era and accelerated the construction of a new development
pattern. In this process, the new era has given Hainan the task of becoming a new high ground for
opening up to achieve a higher level of openness, a better business environment and a stronger
radiation effect.[8]Hainan is committed to the task, firmly grasping the premise that "openness” can
only be achieved through "good management”, and is committed to promoting high-level opening
up to lead high-quality development, continuously expanding cooperation with countries and
regions along the Belt and Road, especially in Southeast Asia, and promoting the opening up of
China's economy to the world. It will continue to expand cooperation with countries and regions
along the "Belt and Road", especially in Southeast Asia, and strengthen cooperation between
domestic enterprises going abroad and foreign investors entering the Chinese market. At the same
time, Hainan will also actively promote the opening up of air rights, to attract more shipping
companies and airlines to join Hainan's domestic and international flights. In addition, Hainan has
landed Boao Lesheng International Medical Tourism Pioneer Zone and Lingshui Lian International
Education Innovation Pilot Zone, making continuous efforts to realize high-quality development.
[9]

Since 2018, Hainan Province's export-oriented economy has been booming, with the scale of
trade in goods and trade in services increasing 1.8 times and 1.2 times respectively, the cumulative
actual use of foreign capital exceeding the sum of the previous 30 years, and the degree of
economic outward orientation increasing by 15 percentage points. Among them, in 2022, Hainan
Province's total annual import and export of goods amounted to RMB 20.95 billion, an increase of
36.8%, the growth rate ranked second in the country, of which the growth rate of exports of goods
was the first in the country. The total import and export of services amounted to 35.362 billion yuan,
an increase of 22.9%. The degree of economic export orientation reached 34.7%, 7.7 percentage
points higher than the previous year. Actual utilization of foreign capital exceeded 4 billion U.S.
dollars, an increase of 15%. [10]Entering 2023, Hainan focuses on targeting Southeast Asian
countries, focusing on building a headquarters base for Chinese enterprises to enter Southeast Asia
and a headquarters base for Southeast Asian enterprises to enter the Chinese market, building an air
and sea international transportation network and international economic and trade cooperation
network, and expanding economic and trade cooperation through the implementation of the “Global
Free Trade Port Partnership Program”, realizing the regional industrial chain, supply chain and
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value chain. Realize the deep integration of regional industrial chain, supply chain and value chain.
At the same time, we will focus on accelerating the development of an export-oriented economy,
increasing the scale of traffic flow, expanding the international “circle of friends", and accelerating
the construction of a free trade port with Chinese characteristics that has a global influence through
practical actions. These measures will further promote the integration and cooperation between
Hainan Province and the international market, and inject new impetus for economic development.
[11]

5. Conclusion: Holding the ""Microphone of the Times' And Raising the "voice" of Hainan

In the future, Hainan will strengthen its domestic and international communication capacity
through a variety of ways to more vividly tell the story of Hainan's high-quality development, such
as enhancing the professionalism and internationalization of the provincial media, building more
media platforms with international influence, improving international discourse, strengthening
cultural exchanges with foreign countries, and expanding the channels of emerging media, in order
to improve Hainan's domestic and international communication capacity, and to enhance its
discourse and influence in the international arena.
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