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Abstract: In the backdrop of rapid information flow, rapid technological advancements, and
the continuous strengthening of globalization trends, the environment in which college
students find themselves has undergone profound changes. They are surrounded by a vast
amount of information daily, some of which is beneficial for their growth while others
might lead them astray. In order to better meet the expectations of students, innovative
approaches to ideological and political education for college students in higher education
are urgently needed. This article explores the value of collaborative innovation in
ideological and political education, along with its application strategies and plans.

1. Introduction

With the development of society and technological progress, college students in higher education
have entered a new information era. Their ideologies are no longer limited to a specific region but are
influenced by diverse information from around the world. In order to cultivate college students with
the right values and firm beliefs, universities need to not only impart knowledge but also guide them
to develop a deep and comprehensive understanding of society, history, and the future. In this process,
universities need to establish genuine interaction and communication with students, understand their
needs, address their confusion, and use ideological and political education to help them find the
direction for personal growth.

2. Current Status of Ideological and Political Education for College Students in Higher
Education

In order to better guide college students in establishing the correct worldview, outlook on life, and
values, deep reforms and improvements are necessary for ideological and political education in higher
education institutions. Incorporating the concept of collaborative innovation, teachers can reform the
existing educational models, encourage in-depth cooperation and communication among teachers and
students, among disciplines, and even between universities and society. Such collaborative innovation
can provide college students with richer and more diverse learning resources, help them better
integrate theory and practice, and cultivate their innovative thinking and practical abilities.
Collaborative innovation can also provide a more open learning environment for college students,
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encouraging them to explore actively, think independently, and develop critical thinking [1]. This not
only helps college students better prepare for future societal and professional challenges but also
contributes to the cultivation of innovative talents for the nation and society.

3. Cooperative Innovation's Significant Value in Political and Ideological Education for College
Students

3.1. Enhancing Student Engagement

Enhancing student engagement has gained unprecedented attention in the context of cooperative
innovation. The cooperative innovation model strongly advocates interaction and communication,
transforming college students into co-creators of the teaching process. In such an environment,
students find themselves with more opportunities to engage in deep dialogues with teachers, peers,
and even experts in the industry [2]. This is not only a process of exchanging ideas and broadening
horizons but also a journey that encourages them to think actively and explore proactively. The
positive impacts of this transformation are evident. First, when students become participants in the
learning process, their enthusiasm and interest in learning also increase. Knowledge is no longer
passively imparted but acquired through multi-directional communication and discussion, which
stimulates students' curiosity and desire for exploration. Second, through interaction and
communication with various parties, students can gain a deeper understanding of knowledge from
different perspectives and levels. This not only helps them master knowledge more systematically but
also cultivates their critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Finally, this participatory learning
approach also fosters students' teamwork and social skills. In the process of cooperative innovation,
students need to collaborate with different people, which hones their communication skills and
teaches them how to leverage their strengths in a team and collaborate with others to achieve common
goals [3].

3.2. Integration of Diverse Educational Resources

The integration of diverse educational resources is a highlight of cooperative innovation in the
field of education. Cooperative innovation emphasizes interdisciplinary, cross-domain, and cross-
border collaboration, allowing universities to effectively combine their rich educational resources and
create a multi-dimensional, multi-level learning environment [4]. When students engage in social
practice, they not only apply theoretical knowledge to practical situations but also reflect on and refine
their existing knowledge through practice. At the same time, they can use technological tools such as
data analysis and virtual simulation to support their practical activities, leading to a deeper and more
precise understanding. Furthermore, academic research is no longer the exclusive domain of
professors or graduate students; undergraduate students can also participate. They can integrate their
knowledge of political and ideological theories with practical issues in their research, resulting in
richer and more in-depth academic achievements. This educational model allows students to
experience genuine growth during their learning journey. They not only acquire knowledge but also
develop independent thinking and problem-solving abilities. Cooperative innovation transforms
political and ideological education for college students from being isolated and singular into a
connected and mutually reinforcing system of diverse educational resources, creating a learning
experience that is both broad and deep. This approach not only better meets students' needs but also
helps cultivate versatile talents with both theoretical literacy and practical experience.
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3.3. Nurturing Students’ Innovation Abilities

In the educational atmosphere of cooperative innovation, students are encouraged to critically
examine deeply ingrained preconceptions. This educational approach provides students with a
valuable opportunity to delve into the knowledge content of political and ideological education.
During this process, students not only deepen their understanding of existing knowledge but also find
ways and courage to innovate. When they learn to think deeply about traditional knowledge, they are
developing independent and solid thinking patterns. Political and ideological education plays an
indispensable role in this process. It doesn't simply impart a particular ideology or political viewpoint
but cultivates students with broad perspectives, keen insight, and critical thinking skills, enabling
them to make wise judgments and choices in a diverse and information-rich environment.
Furthermore, when students actively engage in interactions and collaborations with people from
different backgrounds and fields, they not only accumulate valuable social experiences but also
enhance their communication and cooperation skills. This interdisciplinary collaboration allows
students to view problems from multiple angles and comprehensively understand and analyze
complex social phenomena. Under the influence of cooperative innovation, political and ideological
education for students becomes more vivid, practical, and up-to-date.

4. Strategies for Cooperative Innovation in Political and Ideological Education for College
Students

4.1. Project-Based Smart Education

Project-based smart education opens a door for college students to integrate theory with practice,
allowing them to experience and appreciate the profound significance of political and ideological
education in a real social context. Through this educational approach, students are no longer passive
recipients of knowledge but active explorers and participants, gaining a genuine understanding and
experience of the core values and practical applications of political and ideological education. In the
process of project-based learning, students confront various social issues and challenges, actively
participating in solving these problems, thus gaining a deeper understanding and experience of the
content and value of political and ideological education. For example, in community service projects,
students' participation goes beyond simple labor or volunteer service. They engage in deep
conversations with community residents, listen to their stories and experiences, and understand their
living conditions and ideological beliefs. In this process, students not only witness the concrete
manifestation of socialist core values in the daily lives of ordinary people but also deeply experience
the harmony and unity that these values bring to the community. Project-based smart education
provides a genuine platform for college students to experience and practice the content, value, and
meaning of political and ideological education in a real social environment.

4.2. Digitalized Political and Ideological Education

Utilizing modern information technology in political and ideological education creates a learning
environment that is more relevant and dynamic for students in the digital age. Through digital means,
educational content becomes more diverse and interactive, incorporating forms such as animation,
simulated experiments, and virtual reality, which are more appealing to students' interests and
attention. The application of artificial intelligence and big data in political and ideological education
can deeply analyze students' learning interests, habits, and needs, tailoring personalized learning paths
for each student. When students browse related content on digital platforms, the system can
intelligently recommend articles, videos, and discussions related to political and ideological

46



education, enabling students to gain a deeper and more systematic understanding of relevant
knowledge. This customized learning method not only better satisfies students' learning needs but
also enhances their learning efficiency and interest. Cloud computing technology allows students to
engage in in-depth thinking and exploration of the content of political and ideological education
anytime and anywhere. For teachers, digital technology brings many conveniences. They can use data
analysis tools to track students' learning progress, interests, and challenges in real-time, providing
more targeted guidance and assistance to students. This data-driven teaching method not only
improves the effectiveness of teaching but also helps teachers better understand their students,
enhancing interaction and communication between teachers and students.

4.3. Diverse Learning Platforms

Diverse learning platforms are a prominent trend in current educational innovation, especially in
the context of a diverse and networked society. For college students, such platforms not only break
the confines of traditional learning frameworks but also open up a broader knowledge domain for
them. In such an environment, online courses, workshops, seminars, field visits, and various learning
formats coexist, allowing students to freely choose and combine them to create their own learning
pathways. In this process, political and ideological education plays a crucial role. It is no longer an
isolated, single course but integrates with other disciplines and combines with social practice.
Students encounter political and ideological education through various means, making this subject
more lively and practical. For example, when students personally experience the diversity and
complexity of society during field visits, they gain a deeper understanding of the importance of
political and ideological education and can draw wisdom from it to form their own values and
worldviews. Furthermore, diverse learning platforms provide students with opportunities to interact
with people from different backgrounds. In such exchanges, students not only expand their knowledge
but also cultivate a more inclusive and open-minded attitude. This has immeasurable value in helping
them form sound political and ideological beliefs for their future social life.

5. Collaborative innovation scheme of ideological and political education for college students
5.1. Encouraging Active Student Participation in Political and Ideological Education

Encouraging students to actively participate in political and ideological education is of paramount
importance for cultivating their ideological consciousness and social responsibility. In this current era,
students during their youth are in a crucial stage of forming their values and worldviews. Therefore,
it is the school's responsibility to ensure that students receive proper guidance during this period.
Activities such as simulating government decision-making, debates, and social practices provide
students with a platform closely connected to the real world, allowing them to understand the depth
and breadth of political and ideological knowledge in a hands-on manner. In these activities, students
become participants in real-life scenarios, actively utilizing what they have learned to provide
compelling arguments for simulated decisions or debates. This sense of participation allows them to
gain a deeper appreciation of the real significance and value of political and ideological education.
Moreover, when this knowledge is transferred from the classroom to real-life social contexts, students
can intuitively experience the core values it embodies. In social practice, the real challenges and issues
they face undoubtedly test their political and ideological literacy, but at the same time, provide them
with opportunities to apply what they have learned and contribute to societal progress. These practical
applications and experiences undoubtedly deepen students' insights into political and ideological
knowledge and make them realize more clearly that this knowledge is not merely theoretical but holds
profound real-world significance. When schools provide students with a platform to express their
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opinions and views, they are, in fact, building a bridge for students to engage in dialogue with society
and stay synchronized with the times. This not only helps students gain a deeper understanding of the
true essence of political and ideological education but also gives them the opportunity to express their
viewpoints, engage in discussions with others, compare different perspectives, and form their own
unique insights. Such an environment encourages students to dare to think, question, and express
themselves. At the same time, it teaches them how to find resonance in a diverse array of voices and
how to strike a balance among different viewpoints.

5.2. Smart Collaborative Innovation in Online Education Platforms

Smart collaborative innovation on online education platforms is the inevitable choice for
modernizing and making political and ideological education for college students more intelligent.
With the development of society and technological progress, an increasing number of students are
accustomed to online learning, seeking resources that match their knowledge needs and learning
styles. Utilizing intelligent online political and ideological education platforms created through
artificial intelligence and big data technology can meet this demand precisely. Such intelligent
platforms not only provide students with a vast and diversified range of learning resources but also
recommend the most suitable learning content based on students' learning habits, interests, and
knowledge backgrounds. For example, when students are studying a particular political event or
theory, the platform can recommend related historical backgrounds, literature materials, and practical
examples, enabling them to understand and master the content more comprehensively and deeply. For
teachers, this platform brings unprecedented convenience. They can use the teaching data analysis
provided by the platform to understand students' learning progress, knowledge mastery, and learning
difficulties in real time, thus adjusting teaching strategies promptly to improve teaching effectiveness.
Furthermore, teachers can engage in real-time interactions with students on the platform, answer
students' questions, encourage their thinking and exploration. More importantly, intelligent online
political and ideological education platforms provide students with an open and inclusive learning
environment. Here, they can communicate and discuss with students from all over the country and
even the world, gaining inspiration and broadening their horizons.

5.3. Innovative Integration with Other Disciplines

Innovative integration with other disciplines is a cutting-edge exploration in university political
and ideological education. The world we live in is diverse and intertwined, and a singular disciplinary
perspective is no longer sufficient for exploring complex real-world issues. The integration of
political and ideological education with economics, sociology, and cultural studies provides students
with a more comprehensive and in-depth perspective. When students contemplate policy adjustments,
lawmaking, or social reforms in a country, they deal with not only pure political decisions but also
the interplay of various factors, including economic development, social structure, and cultural
heritage. For example, economics does not merely study markets and prices; it delves into the needs,
choices, and behaviors of people, which are among the core issues that political and ideological
education addresses. Sociology, from micro to macro levels, reveals relationships among individuals,
groups, and the entire society, helping students understand the mechanisms of societal operation and
the importance of social stability and harmony. Cultural studies provide a unique perspective on
interpreting social phenomena, focusing on cultural inheritance, value systems, and belief habits. This
interdisciplinary approach enriches and deepens political and ideological education, allowing
students to explore social phenomena in depth within a multidisciplinary context, cultivating their
comprehensive analytical abilities and independent thinking skills. More importantly, through this
approach, students can see the practical value of political and ideological education in a more intuitive
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and profound way. It is no longer an abstract, isolated concept but closely connected to their daily
lives, future career plans, and societal development and transformation. Consequently, students come
to appreciate and value political and ideological education more and actively engage in learning this
subject.

5.4. Collaborative Innovation Guided by Industry Experts

Industry experts play a crucial role in the political and ideological education of college students.
They bring not only rich practical experience but also deep insights into the real world. By inviting
experts and leaders from government departments, businesses, associations, and other social
organizations to participate in the education process, students can directly engage with political and
ideological issues closely related to the real world. This kind of exposure provides students with a
unique perspective, enabling them to transcend textbooks and gain a deeper understanding of complex
political phenomena and social issues. This deep interaction and communication also create a
valuable opportunity for students to directly question and learn from industry experts, obtaining
firsthand and the most authentic political and ideological information. In their interactions with these
experts, students can gain a deeper understanding of policy formulation, decision-making processes,
and the dynamics of social change. This not only strengthens their grasp of political and ideological
knowledge but also helps them establish a comprehensive learning experience that combines with
social practice. Moreover, this direct, face-to-face mode of communication cultivates students' critical
thinking and independent thinking abilities. In dialogues with industry experts, students are
encouraged to express their viewpoints and critically reflect on existing knowledge and information.
This process not only deepens their understanding of political and ideological education but also helps
them develop independent and mature thinking patterns.

6. Conclusion

In the current educational context, collaborative innovation plays a particularly prominent role in
the ideological and political education of college students, demonstrating its irreplaceable value.
Keeping pace with the times is not only a trend in the field of education but also a necessary means
to meet the constantly changing learning and growth needs of students. This collaborative innovation
approach not only helps college students deepen their understanding of theoretical knowledge but
also allows them to accumulate valuable innovative experiences. Through this approach, universities
can more comprehensively cultivate high-quality talents who not only possess a solid foundation in
ideological and political theory but also have outstanding innovation capabilities.
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