Curriculum and Teaching Methodology (2023) DOI: 10.23977/curtm.2023.061713
Clausius Scientific Press, Canada ISSN 2616-2261 Vol. 6 Num. 17

Research on Innovative Teaching Discourse in Higher
Education Ideological and Political Theory Courses

Tang Zhugiong
Yunnan College of Business Management, Kunming 650304, China

Keywords: Higher education; Ideological and political theory; Discourse innovation;
Innovative paths

Abstract: This research focuses on the innovative teaching discourse in higher education
ideological and political theory courses. The study explores the importance of discourse
innovation in enhancing the effectiveness of these courses. By examining various
innovative paths, the research aims to provide insights into improving the quality of
teaching and learning in this domain. The findings highlight the significance of adopting
creative and interactive approaches to engage students, foster critical thinking, and promote
a deeper understanding of ideological and political concepts. The research contributes to
the ongoing efforts to enhance the instructional strategies and pedagogical practices in
higher education ideological and political theory courses.

1. Introduction

As an important part of cultivating students’ comprehensive qualities and moral character, the
ideological and political theory course in higher education holds a significant position. However,
traditional teaching models and discourse styles have shown limitations in meeting students' needs
and stimulating their interest in learning. With the changing times and evolving educational concepts,
there are higher demands for innovating the teaching discourse in higher education ideological and
political courses. The following strategies will be discussed in detail.

2. Enriching the Subject of Ideological and Political Education in Higher Education
2.1. Transforming the Concept of Discourse

Transforming the concept of discourse is an important strategy for strengthening the subject of
ideological and political education in higher education. First, it is important to cultivate students'
subject consciousness. Teachers can encourage students to actively participate and think cultivating
their sense of responsibility and subject consciousness in their own learning and development. They
can promote active student participation through discussions, group activities, and interactive
teaching methods, making students active participants in the learning process. Secondly, teachers can
provide students with diverse for discourse, offering various opportunities and platforms for
expressing their viewpoints and engaging in communication[1]. For example, organizing debate
competitions, speech contests, writing contests, etc., can stimulate students' ability to think critically
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and express themselves, allowing them to express their viewpoints in different occasions and forms.
Lastly, teachers can foster critical thinking. Teachers should guide students in critical thinking,
encouraging them to question and analyze different viewpoints and theories, cultivating independent
thinking and the ability to evaluate information. By introducing controversial topics, case studies, and
discussions on different opinions, students' critical thinking skills and critical mindset can be
stimulated. Fourth, advocate openness and inclusiveness. Teachers can encourage students to respect
the diversity of others' viewpoints and maintain an open and inclusive attitude during discussions.
Teachers can guide students to explore different cultures, backgrounds, and concepts, nurturing their
cross-cultural communication and understanding abilities. Fifth, teachers can promote interactive
teaching. Adopt interactive teaching methods such as group discussions, cooperative learning, and
role-playing, promoting communication and collaboration among students. Through interaction with
students, teachers can better understand their needs and viewpoints, further adjusting and optimizing
teaching discourse. Through these strategies, ideological and political education in higher education
can be transformed into a more interactive, open, and inclusive teaching model, turning students into
the subjects of discourse who actively participate and shape their own thoughts and viewpoints. This
will help improve teaching effectiveness, cultivate students' critical thinking, innovative spirit, and
values.

2.2. Enhancing Discourse Competence

Enhancing students' discourse competence is also an important strategy for strengthening the
subject of ideological and political education in higher education. First, teachers can provide students
with ample opportunities for expression, such as classroom discussions, speeches, and writing
assignments, encouraging them to actively participate and express viewpoints and ideas. They can
create an open learning environment where students feel safe and confident. Second teachers can
actively foster students’ critical thinking skills by guiding them in critical thinking and analysis,
helping them understand the logical relationships between different viewpoints, present strong
arguments and support, and enhance their depth of thinking and evaluation of issues. Lastly, teachers
can provide personalized feedback and guidance in a timely manner to help students improve their
discourse competence[2]. By guiding students on how to organize their thoughts, use appropriate
language, and employ expressive techniques, their communication and public speaking skills can be
enhanced. Fourth, teachers can promote interactive teaching methods. Adopt interactive teaching
methods such as group discussions, role-playing, and debates to encourage communication and
collaboration among students. Through interaction with peers, sharing viewpoints, and engaging in
debates, their oral expression and argumentation abilities can be improved. Fifth, teachers can
encourage interdisciplinary thinking. Guide students to approach problems from multiple disciplinary
perspectives and apply knowledge from different fields to ideological and political education. This
enriches their discourse content and fosters their ability for comprehensive thinking and critical
analysis. Finally, cultivate information literacy. Teachers can teach students skills on how to access,
evaluate, and apply relevant information, enabling them to use accurate and reliable data and
materials in their discourse while avoiding misunderstandings and errors. Through these strategies,
ideological and political education in higher education can help students enhance their discourse
competence, better express their viewpoints and thoughts, and develop leadership abilities,
communication skills, and critical thinking, laying a solid foundation for their future careers and
social engagement.

3. Enriching the Discourse Content of Ideological and Political Education in Higher Education

In the practice of ideological and political education in higher education, enriching diverse
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discourse content can stimulate students' interest and curiosity in ideological and political theory.
When students discover that educational discourse content is closely related to their real life and
social issues, they are more motivated to delve into learning and understanding. Diverse discourse
content encourages students to engage in critical thinking and analysis, challenging established
viewpoints and developing independent perspectives. By exposing students to different viewpoints
and theories, the ability for critical thinking is cultivated, enabling them to actively question and
evaluate information rather than accepting surface-level knowledge. Enriching the discourse content
of ideological and political education in higher education is crucial for sparking student interest,
enhancing comprehensive thinking abilities, fostering critical thinking, cultivating practical
application skills, and promoting cross-cultural understanding. An enriched discourse content makes
education more appealing and practical, laying the foundation for students to become lifelong learners
with holistic development [3].

For example, let's consider the discussion of "Ideological and Political Theory in Contemporary
Social Issues.” In ideological and political education at the university level, the importance of
enriched discourse content lies in integrating abstract concepts with contemporary social issues and
helping students apply theoretical knowledge to practical contexts. In teaching, the teacher begins by
selecting a contemporary social issue, such as global climate change, artificial intelligence
development, or social inequality. These issues are current focal points with widespread influence
and complexity. Next, the teacher introduces relevant ideological and political theories, such as
environmental ethics, technology ethics, and social justice, as the theoretical foundation for analyzing
and solving the problem. Students research and analyze specific case studies related to the chosen
issue. They collect data, read relevant literature, and gain an understanding of various perspectives
and conflicting interests. The students are then divided into groups to collectively analyze the
ideological and political issues involved in the case and present different interpretations and solutions.
They share their viewpoints, raise questions, and engage in debates. Group representatives present
the findings of their discussions to the entire class, and the teacher guides an in-depth discussion and
exchange among the students. Students evaluate and explore the case from different perspectives,
expressing their opinions and viewpoints. Finally, the teacher guides students to propose specific
solutions to the problem based on theoretical knowledge and case analysis, discussing their feasibility
and impact. Students reflect on the entire case analysis process, summarizing the lessons and
experiences gained. They assess their ability to grasp theory and apply it to practical problems, as
well as the effectiveness of teamwork and communication.

Through the above case analysis, students integrate ideological and political theory with
contemporary social issues. By engaging in practical case studies and discussions, their understanding
of theory is deepened, while critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and teamwork spirit are
cultivated. This teaching method helps students apply abstract theories to concrete contexts,
promoting their abilities to think and engage with contemporary social issues. Meanwhile, group and
whole-class discussions among students stimulate communication and collaboration, enriching the
classroom atmosphere. The teacher can assess students' comprehension and skill development by
observing their performance and participation, providing targeted guidance and feedback.

4. Innovating the Discourse Approach in lIdeological and Political Education in Higher
Education

Innovative discourse approaches can make ideological and political education more dynamic,
interesting, and effective. By using multimedia technology, discussion groups, interactive teaching
methods, and other approaches, the effectiveness of teaching can be enhanced, stimulating students'
interest and motivation to delve deeper into understanding and mastering knowledge. Moreover,
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innovative discourse approaches in ideological and political education in higher education are
important for stimulating student interest and engagement, cultivating critical thinking and innovative
skills, enhancing practical application abilities, fostering cross-cultural and diverse perspectives, as
well as enriching teaching outcomes and experiences. Through innovative discourse approaches,
students can have a more productive and diverse experience in ideological and political education,
helping them become well-rounded individuals with comprehensive literacy and innovative
capabilities for future social development.

For example, in higher education ideological and political education, information technology can
be utilized for instructional purposes. Teachers can integrate multimedia technology such as
projectors and electronic whiteboards to incorporate images, videos, charts, and other multimedia
materials into classroom teaching. For instance, when discussing an important thinker or theory,
teachers can enhance students' interest and understanding by showcasing relevant visuals, footage, or
speeches associated with that theory. Online teaching platforms or social media tools can be employed
to create spaces for discussions and collaborations, encouraging students to share viewpoints, interact,
and cooperate in virtual environments. Students can participate in ideological and political theory
discussions by posting comments, answering questions, and raising topics, while engaging in
exchanges and collaborations with fellow classmates. Additionally, virtual reality (VR) and
augmented reality (AR) technologies can be used to create virtual scenes and simulated environments,
enabling students to immerse themselves and explore the practical applications of ideological and
political theories. For example, students can use VR technology to visit historical cultural sites or
experience virtual speeches, thereby enhancing their understanding and immersion in historical
events and the viewpoints of thinkers. Teachers can invite experts or renowned scholars to give
lectures through remote video conferences, providing students with broader academic perspectives
and opportunities for intellectual exchanges, enriching their ideological and political education
content. Furthermore, specialized mobile learning applications can be developed or utilized to offer
students personalized learning experiences and resources. For instance, students can access relevant
literature, participate in online quizzes, watch instructional videos, and engage in learning anytime
and anywhere via mobile applications.

By employing these instructional methods outlined above, innovative discourse approaches in
ideological and political education in higher education can be achieved through the application of
technological tools. These innovative methods can increase the diversity, interactivity, and appeal of
teaching, stimulating students' interest and motivation to learn, while promoting cross-temporal and
cross-cultural learning experiences. Teachers can select suitable technological tools and methods
based on specific circumstances, combining them with traditional teaching approaches to achieve
more effective outcomes in ideological and political education.

5. Conclusion

This research provides valuable insights and recommendations for innovative teaching discourse
in higher education ideological and political theory courses. Through continuous exploration and
practice, we believe that the innovation of teaching discourse in ideological and political theory
courses will make a positive contribution to cultivating well-rounded socialist builders and successors
in terms of moral, intellectual, physical, aesthetic, and labor development. Let us work together to
contribute to the growth of young students and the future of our nation!
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