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Abstract: With the continuous expansion of cloud computing scale and dynamic changes in 

load, reasonable computing migration can optimize resource utilization, improve system 

performance, and reduce energy consumption. This paper first describes the characteristics 

and development prospects of cloud computing migration algorithms, then introduces the 

basic principles and classification of cloud computing migration algorithms, then analyzes 

several common computing migration algorithms. This paper proposes the principle of 

migration algorithm based on ant colony optimization algorithm and particle swarm, then 

analyzes the experimental results. Finally, this article provides a prospect for the future 

development of mobile cloud computer migration algorithms. With the development and 

increasing demand of mobile cloud computing, migration algorithms will continue to 

evolve and innovate, solving various problems in mobile cloud computing, and expanding 

the research field of mobile cloud computing. 

1. Introduction 

Mobile cloud computing is a computing model that combines cloud computing and mobile 

computing, aiming to provide powerful computing power, storage resources, and services for 

mobile devices and users. It allows mobile devices to connect to cloud servers through the network, 

utilize the resources and services provided by cloud computing platforms to achieve elastic 

expansion of mobile device computing and storage requirements and cloud processing. Mobile 

cloud computing achieves lightweight and resource saving for mobile devices by transferring 

computing tasks and data storage from mobile devices to the cloud, while providing mobile users 

with broader and more powerful computing capabilities and service experiences.[1] 

1.1. Features 

 Mobility: Mobile cloud computing supports users to access and use cloud computing 

resources and services anytime, anywhere through mobile devices. Users can access the required 

computing power and storage resources anytime and anywhere through mobile devices such as 

smartphones and tablets. 

 Resilience and Scalability: Mobile cloud computing allows for elastic adjustment of 
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computing resources based on changes in user needs. Cloud service providers can increase or 

decrease the scale of computing and storage resources according to the actual needs of users, in 

order to achieve flexible expansion of resources and improve utilization efficiency. 

 Diversified mobile devices: Mobile cloud computing supports diverse mobile devices, 

including smartphones, tablets, wearable devices, etc. Different types of mobile devices can access 

and share data, applications, and services through cloud computing platforms, providing a 

consistent user experience. 

 Network connectivity: Mobile cloud computing relies on reliable network connectivity, 

enabling mobile devices to communicate and interact with cloud services. The development of 

wireless networks, mobile networks, and the internet has provided a good connection foundation for 

mobile cloud computing, enabling users to easily use cloud computing resources and services. 

 Resource sharing and collaboration: Mobile cloud computing achieves resource sharing and 

collaboration among multiple users through resource virtualization and sharing. Different users can 

simultaneously access and utilize the resources provided by cloud computing platforms, thereby 

improve resource utilization efficiency and collaborative work capabilities. 

 Data security and privacy protection: Mobile cloud computing faces challenges in data 

security and privacy protection. Users' mobile devices need to securely connect and transmit data, 

and cloud service providers need to take security measures to protect users' data and privacy, and 

comply with relevant regulations and rules. 

1.2. Application and Advantages of Mobile Cloud Computing 

(1) Mobile cloud computing has extensive applications and significant advantages in many 

application fields, including but not limited to the following aspects. 

Mobile application development and deployment: Mobile cloud computing provides powerful 

computing and storage resources, as well as various development tools and platforms for mobile 

application developers. Developers can use cloud computing platforms to quickly build, test, and 

deploy mobile applications, and improve development efficiency and application response speed. 

Mobile media and entertainment: Mobile cloud computing provides high-performance 

computing and storage resources for streaming, gaming, and entertainment applications. By storing 

computing tasks and data in the cloud, mobile users can smoothly watch high-definition videos and 

play games without occupying a large amount of storage space and computing power on their 

mobile devices. 

Mobile office and collaboration: Mobile cloud computing provides strong support for mobile 

office and collaboration. Mobile users can access and edit documents, share files, and collaborate in 

real-time through cloud platforms, and  achieve convenience and efficiency in mobile office. 

Mobile healthcare and health: The application of mobile cloud computing in the medical and 

health fields is increasing day by day. Through cloud computing platforms, medical professionals 

can access and share patients' medical records and imaging data in real-time, conduct remote 

diagnosis and treatment, and provide more timely and accurate medical services. 

Mobile education and training: Mobile cloud computing provides strong support for mobile 

education and training. Students and trainers can access online educational resources, participate in 

remote learning, conduct virtual experiments, and achieve personalized learning and global 

collaboration through cloud platforms. 

(2) Advantages of mobile cloud computing 

Resilience and Scalability: Mobile cloud computing provides elastic computing and storage 

resources that can be dynamically adjusted and expanded according to actual needs, avoiding 

limitations on mobile device resources. 
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Cost saving: Mobile cloud computing reduces the cost of mobile devices, as users can access 

computing power and storage resources through cloud platforms without the need to purchase 

expensive hardware devices. 

Cross platform and device compatibility: Mobile cloud computing provides cross platform and 

device compatibility, allowing users to access and use cloud services through different mobile 

devices without paying attention to the device's operating system and configuration. 

High reliability and security: Mobile cloud computing provides highly reliable services through 

data backup and disaster recovery mechanisms. At the same time, cloud platforms take security 

measures to protect users' data and privacy, providing a secure computing environment.[2] 

In summary, mobile cloud computing has a wide range of applications in multiple fields and 

brings many advantages, providing convenient, efficient, and reliable mobile computing and storage 

services. 

1.3. Challenges Faced by Mobile Cloud Computing 

Mobile cloud computing depends on network connectivity, but the reliability and bandwidth 

throttling of mobile networks may lead to a decline in user experience. Unstable network 

connections and limited bandwidth may lead to issues such as increased latency and slower data 

transmission speed. 

Mobile cloud computing involves the transmission and storage of user data and data security. 

The privacy protection are important issues. Protecting the security of user data, preventing data 

breach and unauthorized access, and complying with relevant privacy regulations and compliance 

requirements are challenging tasks. 

Compared to traditional computers, mobile devices have limited computing power, storage 

capacity, and battery life. Mobile cloud computing requires the transfer of computing tasks and data 

storage to the cloud. For some complex computing tasks and large-scale data processing, resource 

constraints on mobile devices may become bottlenecks. 

Due to the network transmission required for mobile devices to connect to cloud servers, this 

introduces a certain amount of delay and response time. For certain applications with high real-time 

requirements, such as real-time video streaming, games, etc., latency may lead to a decrease in user 

experience. 

The diversity of mobile devices and operating systems makes application development and 

adaptation more complex. Developers need to consider the compatibility of different devices and 

platforms, and carry out corresponding adaptation work to ensure the normal operation of 

applications on different mobile devices. 

In a mobile cloud computing environment, users may use multiple mobile devices 

simultaneously and expect the data and state between these devices to be synchronized and 

consistent. Achieving collaboration and data consistency among multiple devices is a challenge. 

Faced with these challenges, continuous research and innovation are needed to solve problems, 

such as improving network infrastructure, optimizing data transmission and processing algorithms, 

strengthening data security and privacy protection measures, in order to improve the performance 

and user experience of mobile cloud computing. This article mainly discusses the migration 

algorithms in mobile cloud computing in detail. 

2. Cloud Computing Migration Algorithm 

2.1. Basic Principles 

The cloud computing migration algorithm is an algorithm used to manage and schedule cloud 
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computing resources, and its basic principles mainly involve the following aspects: 

Resource evaluation and selection: The migration algorithm needs to evaluate the status and 

availability of cloud computing resources, including indicators such as computing power, storage 

capacity, and network bandwidth. The algorithm selects suitable target resources for migration 

based on resource evaluation results. 

Load balancing and resource optimization: One of the goals of migration algorithms is to achieve 

load balancing and optimal utilization of resources. The algorithm monitors the load of cloud 

computing resources and migrates heavier loaded resources to lighter loaded resources to balance 

load and improve resource utilization efficiency.[3] 

Migration strategies and decisions: Based on resource evaluation and load balancing 

requirements, migration algorithms develop corresponding strategies and decisions. This may 

involve decisions on selecting the optimal migration time, selecting target resources, and 

prioritizing migration. 

Data migration and synchronization: in the cloud computing environment, the migration 

algorithm needs to consider how to efficiently migrate computing tasks or data. This includes 

technologies such as data transmission, data synchronization, and state migration to ensure the 

integrity and consistency of the migration process. 

Fault tolerance and fault handling: Migration algorithms need to have the ability to tolerate and 

handle faults. During the migration process, network failures, target resource failures, and other 

situations may occur. Algorithms need to have corresponding fault tolerance mechanisms and fault 

handling strategies to ensure the reliability and stability of the system. 

Monitoring and evaluation: Migration algorithms need to monitor and evaluate the performance 

and effectiveness of the migration process. This can include monitoring migration latency, data 

transmission speed, resource utilization, and other indicators, and adjusting and optimizing 

migration strategies based on monitoring results.[4] 

The design and implementation of migration algorithms may vary depend on application 

scenarios and requirements, and may adopt different technologies and strategies. Common 

migration algorithms include load prediction based, priority based, heuristic rule based, 

optimization model based, etc.[5] The goal of these algorithms is to achieve balance, optimization, 

and performance improvement of cloud computing resources through reasonable migration 

decisions and strategies. 

2.2. Migration Algorithm Classification 

(1)Based on load prediction 

Static migration algorithm: These algorithms make migration decisions based on static load 

information, suitable for situations where load changes are slow. 

Dynamic migration algorithm: These algorithms combine real-time load prediction information 

for migration decisions, suitable for situations with significant load fluctuations. 

(2)Based on goals and strategies 

Migration algorithm based on energy consumption optimization: With the goal of reducing 

energy consumption, these algorithms select target resources with lower energy consumption for 

migration.[6] 

Performance optimization based migration algorithm: With the goal of improving system 

performance, these algorithms select target resources that can provide better performance for 

migration. 

(3)Based on migration type 

Virtual machine migration algorithm: These algorithms schedule and manage virtual machine 

121



migration to achieve load balancing and resource optimization.[7,8] 

Container migration algorithm: These algorithms schedule and manage container migration to 

achieve reasonable allocation and utilization of container resources. 

(4)Based on optimization technology 

Heuristic algorithms: These algorithms make decision based on experience and rules, such as 

load minimization, nearest neighbor strategy, etc. 

Optimization algorithm: These algorithms utilize mathematical optimization models and 

algorithms, such as genetic algorithm, particle swarm optimization, etc., to find the optimal 

migration solution. 

(5)Based on the target application field 

Data center migration algorithm: These algorithms are used for the migration and scheduling of 

data center resources, achieving load balancing and energy optimization. 

Edge computing migration algorithm: These algorithms are used for resource migration and 

management in the edge computing environment to meet the computing needs of Edge device. 

These classification methods are interrelated. The design of actual migration algorithms may 

combine multiple classification standards and these algorithms can be adjusted and optimized 

according to specific application scenarios and needs. 

3. Migration Algorithm Design and Optimization Algorithm in Mobile Cloud Computing 

3.1. Introduction 

In mobile cloud computing, migration algorithm design and optimization algorithms can be 

tailored to different aspects. 

 Load prediction and migration decisions: 

Load prediction based on historical data and machine learning: By analyzing historical load data 

and using machine learning techniques to establish prediction models, future load trends are 

predicted to make transfer decisions at appropriate times. 

Real time load monitoring and prediction: By monitoring the load status and environmental 

conditions of mobile devices in real time, combined with real-time data analysis and prediction 

technology, real-time migration decisions are made to improve resource utilization efficiency and 

user experience. 

 Energy consumption optimization and resource utilization: 

Migration algorithm based on energy model: These algorithms establish a data center energy 

model, predict the impact of different resource configurations and migration plans on energy 

consumption, and select the best migration strategy to reduce energy consumption.[9] 

Dynamic power management: Combining dynamic power management technology, these 

algorithms dynamically adjust the power supply and cooling strategies of the data center based on 

real-time load conditions and changes in energy demand to reduce energy consumption. 

 User experience and service quality: 

Migration algorithm based on delay optimization: By measuring and monitoring network latency 

and response time, target resources with lower latency are selected for migration to provide a better 

user experience. 

Migration algorithm based on quality of service assurance: These algorithms consider the 

specific requirements of different mobile applications and services, such as bandwidth, processing 

power, storage, etc., and select target resources to ensure service quality and user experience. 

 Security and privacy protection: 

Data security migration: In the migration process, encryption, authentication and other security 

measures are taken to protect the security of user data and prevent Data breach and unauthorized 
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access. 

Privacy Protection Migration: These algorithms consider user privacy protection needs, comply 

with relevant privacy laws and regulations, and ensure that user privacy information is protected 

during the migration process. 

In summary, the design and optimization of migration algorithms in mobile cloud computing 

need to comprehensively consider the needs of load forecasting, energy consumption optimization, 

user experience, and security privacy, in order to improve resource utilization efficiency, reduce 

energy consumption, and optimize user experience. 

3.2. Migration Algorithm and Experiment based on Ant Colony Optimization Algorithms 

(1) Algorithm description 

 Initializing ants and pheromone: We create a group of ants, each representing a migration 

solution for a mobile device. Each ant has a certain Pheromone value, representing the connection 

and migration path between resources.  

 We initialize the pheromone matrix and initialize it to the same constant, representing the 

degree of connectivity between resources in the initial state. 

 Ants choosing migration paths: Each ant selects the migration path and target resources 

according to pheromone and heuristic rules. Heuristic rules can be defined based on factors such as 

resource load, distance, bandwidth, etc. According to the pheromone value and heuristic rules, the 

ants select the next migration action through probability. 

 Updating Pheromone: When all ants complete the path selection, we update the pheromone 

matrix according to the migration effect of ants. 

For the resource connection on each migration path, the pheromone concentration can be 

increased by using the following formula: τ_ij = (1 - ρ) × τ_ij + Δτ_ij, where τ_ij is the pheromone 

concentration on the path, ρ is the volatilization rate of pheromone, Δτ_ij is the pheromone value 

increased by the quality of ant migration. 

 Repetitive iteration:  Steps 2 and 3 are repeated until the predetermined number of iterations is 

reached or the termination condition is met. 

 Outputing the optimal migration plan: Finally, the path with higher pheromone concentration 

is the optimal migration scheme, representing the selected source resource, target resource and 

migration path. 

(2) Experiments 

 Mobile device load situation: 

Device 1: CPU load=80%, memory usage=60%, storage usage=30% 

Device 2: CPU load=60%, memory usage=40%, storage usage=20% 

Device 3: CPU load=90%, memory usage=70%, storage usage=50% 

 Cloud computing resources: 

Resource 1: CPU capacity=100%, memory capacity=100%, storage capacity=100% 

Resource 2: CPU capacity=80%, memory capacity=90%, storage capacity=80% 

Resource 3: CPU capacity=90%, memory capacity=80%, storage capacity=70% 

 Migration plan: 

Ant 1: It is migrated from device 1 to resource 2 

Ant 2: It is migrated from device 2 to resource 3 

Ant 3: It is migrated from device 3 to resource 1 

By comparing the experimental results of this algorithm with other migration algorithms, we can 

conclude that this algorithm achieves good load balancing and reduces the load gap between 

resources by optimizing the migration scheme. This algorithm can effectively reduce energy 
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consumption, and the energy consumption after migration is lower than other algorithms. This 

algorithm has shown good performance in terms of migration latency, and the completion time of 

migration tasks is relatively short. Based on the experimental results, the effectiveness of our 

algorithm in mobile cloud computing migration can be verified. 

3.3. Mobile Cloud Computing Migration Algorithm and Experiment based on Particle Swarm 

Optimization 

(1) Algorithm description 

 Initializing particle swarm: A set of particles are randomly generated, each representing a 

possible migration solution. Each particle contains decision variables for migration, such as the 

selected source resource, target resource, and the amount of data transferred. 

 Evaluating the fitness of particles: We apply a fitness function to each particle to evaluate the 

quality of its migration plan. The fitness function can comprehensively consider indicators such as 

load balancing, energy consumption optimization, and user experience. 

 Updating the speed and position of particles: According to the principle of particle swarm 

algorithm, we update the speed and position of particles. By calculating the velocity of particles, 

they move in a direction with high fitness. At the same time, we update the position of particles to 

obtain a new migration scheme. 

 Updating the global optimal solution: For the optimal solution among all particles, the solution 

with the highest fitness is retained as the global optimal solution. We update the global optimal 

solution by comparing the fitness of the current particle with the fitness of the global optimal 

solution. 

 Iterative optimization:  Steps 2 to 4 are repeated until the predetermined number of iterations 

is reached or the termination condition is met. 

 Outputing the optimal migration plan: The final global optimal solution obtained is the 

optimal migration plan, which includes information such as the selected source resources, target 

resources, and the amount of data to be migrated. 

(2) Experiments 

 Mobile device load situation: 

Device 1: CPU load=70%, memory usage=50%, storage usage=30% 

Device 2: CPU load=60%, memory usage=40%, storage usage=20% 

Device 3: CPU load=80%, memory usage=60%, storage usage=40% 

 Cloud computing resources: 

Resource 1: CPU capacity=100%, memory capacity=100%, storage capacity=100% 

Resource 2: CPU capacity=80%, memory capacity=90%, storage capacity=80% 

Resource 3: CPU capacity=90%, memory capacity=80%, storage capacity=70% 

 Migration plan: 

Particle 1: It is migrated from device 1 to resource 2 

Particle 2: It is migrated from device 2 to resource 3 

Particle 3: It is migrated from device 3 to resource 1 

By comparing the experimental results of this algorithm with other migration algorithms, we can 

conclude that this algorithm achieves good load balancing and reduces the load gap between 

resources by optimizing the migration scheme. It can effectively reduce energy consumption, and 

the energy consumption after migration is lower than other algorithms. It has shown good 

performance in terms of migration latency, and the completion time of migration tasks is relatively 

short. Based on the experimental results, the effectiveness of the this algorithm in mobile cloud 

computing migration can be verified. 
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3.4. Performance Evaluation and Comparison Methods of Migration Algorithms 

(1) Load balancing evaluation 

We can compare the differences in resource utilization among different algorithms, such as CPU 

utilization, memory usage, etc. Load balancing indicators such as standard deviation, variance, and 

load balancing index to measure the balance of resource allocation can be used. 

(2) Energy consumption assessment 

We can compare the differences in energy consumption among different algorithms, considering 

device power consumption, transmission energy consumption, etc. Energy consumption indicators 

such as total energy consumption, average energy consumption, energy efficiency, etc can be used 

to evaluate the energy efficiency of migration algorithms. 

(3) Migration latency evaluation 

We can compare the differences in migration delay between different algorithms, that is, the time 

required to complete Data migration. Migration delay indicators such as average migration delay 

and maximum migration delay to evaluate the migration efficiency and speed of the algorithm can 

be used.[10] 

(4) User Experience Assessment 

We can compare the impact of different algorithms on user experience, such as task response 

time, latency, etc. User satisfaction indicators, response time indicators, etc can be used to evaluate 

the degree to which migration algorithms improve user experience. 

(5) Experimental simulation and simulation 

We can use simulation tools or simulators to conduct experiments, simulate migration scenarios 

in real environments, and compare the performance of different algorithms in different situations. 

We also can evaluate and compare performance by simulating the behavior of large-scale data 

centers and mobile devices. 

(6) Actual deployment and testing 

We can deploy different algorithms in the real environment and collect actual data for testing and 

evaluation. We also can monitor system indicators and user feedback and evaluate the performance 

and effectiveness of algorithms in actual deployment. 

Based on the above evaluation methods, the performance and effectiveness of migration 

algorithms can be comprehensively evaluated and compared. We can select appropriate evaluation 

methods based on specific application requirements and actual situations, and combine 

experimental data and indicator analysis to obtain accurate evaluation and comparison results of 

algorithm performance. 

4. Development Trends and Application Prospects of Mobile Cloud Computing and Migration 

Algorithms 

4.1. Development Trends 

The rise of edge computing: With the rapid development of the internet of things and edge 

computing, the number of mobile devices and sensors will further increase, and edge computing 

resources will be more abundant. Mobile cloud computing will place greater emphasis on pushing 

computing and data processing to the edge of the network to provide lower latency, higher 

bandwidth, and better user experience. 

Reinforcement learning and autonomous decision-making: Migration algorithms will tend to be 

more intelligent and autonomous. Using Reinforcement learning and other technologies, migration 

algorithms can independently decide on migration schemes through learning and optimization 

processes, adapt to changing load and environmental conditions, and achieve higher resource 
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utilization efficiency and performance optimization. 

Hybrid cloud and multi cloud environment: Mobile cloud computing will face the challenges of 

multi cloud environment and cloud computing hybrid cloud deployment. The migration algorithm 

needs to adapt to the migration and resource allocation between different cloud platforms, achieve 

load balancing and resource collaboration between cloud platforms. 

Data privacy and security: With the increasing amount of data stored and processed on mobile 

devices, data privacy and security have become key issues. The migration algorithm needs to 

consider the secure transmission and storage of data, as well as privacy protection mechanisms, to 

ensure the confidentiality and integrity of user data. 

Adaptive migration and dynamic adjustment: The migration algorithm will pay more attention to 

adaptability and dynamic adjustment. The algorithm can automatically adjust migration strategies 

and parameters based on real-time load monitoring and feedback to cope with sudden changes in 

load, device failures, and other situations. 

Cross border cooperation and standardization: The development of mobile cloud computing and 

migration algorithms requires support from cross border cooperation and industry standards. Cloud 

computing providers, device manufacturers, network operators, and others need to collaborate to 

develop standards and specifications to promote the development and application of mobile cloud 

computing and migration algorithms. 

Overall, the development trend of mobile cloud computing and migration algorithms will be 

towards greater intelligence, adaptability, and security to meet the growing demand for mobile 

devices and data, and to provide better user experience and resource utilization efficiency. 

4.2. Application Prospects 

Internet of Things (IoT): The vast and widely distributed number of devices in the Internet of 

Things requires effective migration algorithms to manage communication, data processing, and 

resource utilization between devices. Migration algorithms can be used in smart home, smart city, 

Industrial internet of things and other scenarios to optimize load balancing, energy consumption and 

data processing among devices. 

Edge computing: Edge computing pushes computing and data processing to the edge of the 

network to provide low latency and high bandwidth services. Migration algorithms play an 

important role in task migration and resource management between edge device and ECS, 

optimizing resource utilization and response time of edge computing.[11] 

Big data analysis: In the Big data scenario, the data is large and distributed in different data 

centers or cloud platforms. Migration algorithms can be used for data migration and replication, 

achieving optimization such as load balancing, data locality, and data security. 

Supercomputing: Supercomputing involves large-scale parallel computing and task scheduling. 

Migration algorithms can be used for task migration and resource scheduling, achieving balanced 

task allocation, reducing communication overhead, and improving computational performance. 

Distributed storage system: Distributed storage systems need to manage massive amounts of data 

and storage nodes. Migration algorithms can be used for node migration and data migration, 

achieving optimization such as load balancing, data locality, and fault recovery. 

Mobile edge computing: Mobile edge computing combines the concepts of mobile network and 

edge computing to provide faster computing and data processing capabilities for mobile devices. 

Migration algorithms can be used for task migration and resource management between mobile 

devices and edge servers, optimizing computing performance and energy consumption. 

The application of migration algorithms in these fields can optimize resource utilization, improve 

performance, reduce energy consumption, and promote technological progress and application 
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innovation in various industries. With the development of technology and the growth of demand, 

the application prospects of migration algorithms in these fields will be further expanded. 

5. Conclusion 

The migration algorithm for mobile cloud computing is designed to optimize resource utilization 

and provide a good user experience. The migration algorithm aims to achieve dynamic migration 

and optimization of resources to adapt to changes in mobile device load and improve system 

performance. By collecting and analyzing the load data of mobile devices and cloud resources, we 

can decide to migrate tasks or data migration to appropriate resource nodes according to the 

prediction model or optimization strategy. Overall, the migration algorithm for mobile cloud 

computing is designed to optimize resource utilization and provide a good user experience. With the 

development of mobile cloud computing and the growth of demand, migration algorithms will 

continue to evolve and innovate to adapt to different application scenarios and needs. 
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