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Abstract: This article aims to explore the importance and role of illustrations in teaching 

materials. Through an analysis of the quantity, location, and provided information of 

illustrations in the Korean language textbook "Standard Korean 3", the key role of 

illustrations in teaching materials is revealed, emphasizing the importance of teachers' 

attention to the role of illustrations in Korean language teaching. The function of 

illustrations is not only to guide learners into a learning state, help them understand and 

remember course content, but also to provide a more comfortable and relaxed learning 

environment, assist learners in understanding abstract concepts, stimulate learning interests 

and motivation, and provide cultural background knowledge. Therefore, the role of 

illustrations in language teaching materials is crucial, as they can not only enhance learners' 

learning interests and motivation but also help learners better understand and remember 

course content, thereby improving the effectiveness of Korean language learning. In 

Korean language teaching, teachers should fully utilize illustrations and incorporate them as 

an important component of the teaching process. 

1. Introduction  

In recent years, there has been increasing attention paid to the role of illustrations in Korean 

language textbooks. It is widely recognized that illustrations can help learners better understand and 

remember the content, making the learning process more effective and efficient[1]. However, the 

use of illustrations in textbooks is often not fully considered, resulting in their potential being 

wasted. 

To address this issue, this paper will analyze the number, placement, and content of illustrations 

in the "Standard Korean Language 3" textbook. Firstly, a statistical and analytical analysis will be 

conducted to understand the distribution and usage effectiveness of the illustrations. This will 

provide a foundation for the subsequent analysis and proposal of application strategies. 

Based on the content of the textbook, the placement and number of illustrations will be analyzed, 

and reasonable application strategies will be proposed. For example, the placement of illustrations 

should be relevant to the content and placed close to the text they relate to. The number of 
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illustrations should be appropriate for the content, with an optimal balance between the text and 

illustrations. By using a variety of illustration types, such as diagrams, charts, and photographs, 

learners can be engaged and motivated to learn more effectively. 

Finally, this paper will discuss the design of illustration content, proposing principles such as 

diversity, easy-to-understand, and relevance to the text. By applying these principles, textbook 

writers can choose appropriate illustration content that enhances learners' understanding and 

memory retention. 

In conclusion, the analysis and application research of illustrations in Korean language textbooks 

is a critical area for improving learning outcomes. This paper provides useful references and 

strategies for textbook writers to better utilize illustrations in their work, resulting in a more 

engaging and effective learning experience for learners. 

2. The current state of research on teaching material illustrations  

The research on illustrations in textbooks covers various aspects, including the type, quantity, 

placement, style, color, and design of illustrations, as well as their impact on students' learning 

outcomes, motivation, emotional experience, cultural awareness, and cross-cultural communication 

abilities. 

There are three main types of illustrations in textbooks: photographs, hand-drawn images, and 

charts. Photographs are the most common type, often used to show real objects or situations. Hand-

drawn images are manually created and are typically used to illustrate or emphasize certain 

concepts or situations. Charts, such as tables, bar graphs, and pie charts, are commonly used to 

present data and numbers. 

Studies have shown that different types of illustrations have different effects on improving 

students' learning outcomes. For example, a study found that hand-drawn images are more effective 

than photographs in enhancing students' understanding and memory of textual content. 

The quantity of illustrations in textbooks is another important aspect of research. Studies have 

shown that a moderate number of illustrations can improve students' learning outcomes, but too 

many or too few illustrations can have a negative impact. One study found that the optimal number 

of illustrations is between 6 and 10. However, the best range of illustrations may vary depending on 

factors such as the subject, age, and learning goals. 

The placement of illustrations is also an important factor affecting students' learning outcomes. 

Studies have shown that placing illustrations near relevant text is more effective than placing them 

near irrelevant text. In addition, illustrations placed above or below text can also improve students' 

learning outcomes. However, the optimal placement of illustrations may vary depending on factors 

such as the type of text and learning goals. 

The style and color of illustrations are also factors that affect learning outcomes. Some studies 

have explored the emotional experience and learning motivation aspects of illustrations. A study of 

English learners found that illustrations with emotional quality can increase their motivation and 

improve their learning outcomes [2]. Another study found that the emotional quality of illustrations 

does not have a significant impact on students' learning outcomes but can increase their emotional 

involvement and learning motivation [3]. 

Additionally, some studies focus on the impact of illustrations on learners' cultural awareness 

and cross-cultural communication abilities. A study of English learners found that illustrations can 

help them understand differences between cultures and improve their cross-cultural communication 

abilities. 

In conclusion, the research on illustrations in textbooks is extensive and covers various aspects. 

While most studies focus on English textbooks, there has been some progress in researching 
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illustrations in other foreign language textbooks. However, research on illustrations in Korean 

language textbooks is relatively scarce and requires further exploration to understand their usage 

and impact. 

3. Research Methods 

3.1. Quantitative Research 

This article uses counting and categorization methods to understand the number and proportion 

of different types of illustrations in Korean language textbooks. It analyses the frequency and 

distribution of illustrations, explores the impact of different types of illustrations on students' 

learning outcomes, and so on. 

3.2. Qualitative Research 

This involves a detailed description and analysis of illustrations in Korean language textbooks, 

examining their visual language characteristics and modes of expression, and exploring the 

influence of different types of illustrations on students' learning processes. Qualitative research 

methods such as interviews and observations can be used. 

4. Structural Analysis of Illustrations 

4.1. External Structure Analysis 

This textbook consists of 25 units, each of which includes two main texts, except for Unit 24, 

which contains a longer novel, "Harry and the Magic Beans," and therefore includes three 

illustrations. There are a total of 41 illustrations, with one illustration in Units 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 16, 

17, 18, and 19, and two illustrations in the remaining units. 

The arrangement of illustrations in this textbook reflects the principles of Information 

Organization Theory and the Serial Position Effect in psychology. The Serial Position Effect 

suggests that the first and last elements in a sequence are more easily remembered. Therefore, 

placing illustrations at the beginning and end of each unit can help learners better memorize and 

understand the content. Additionally, Information Organization Theory emphasizes the importance 

of organizing information to aid in its retrieval and comprehension. Therefore, the illustrations in 

this textbook are placed in relevant positions to the text, using images, charts, and other visual aids 

to help learners better understand and memorize the course material [4]. 

4.2. Internal Structure Analysis 

The design and use of illustrations in this textbook involve concepts from multiple learning 

theories. The multimodal perception theory suggests that learners can improve their learning 

effectiveness by receiving information through multiple sensory channels. Illustrations in the 

textbook provide a visual way to present information through images and charts, which can help 

learners better understand and memorize the course content. Additionally, the social cognitive 

theory proposes that learners learn by observing and imitating others' behavior and thinking. 

Illustrations can display real-world scenarios and situations, allowing learners to better comprehend 

the subject matter. 

The position and quantity of illustrations in the textbook also relate to concepts from learning 

theories. According to the situated cognition theory, learners' learning outcomes are influenced by 
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their environment and context. The location of illustrations can affect learners' attention and interest, 

thereby enhancing learning effectiveness. Furthermore, the cognitive load theory suggests that 

learners need to balance their working memory load when performing tasks. An appropriate amount 

of illustrations can help reduce learners' cognitive load and improve learning effectiveness [5]. 

Illustrations can also provide cultural background knowledge, which involves learners' cross-

cultural education and cognition. The cross-cultural education theory proposes that understanding 

cultural differences can help learners adapt and understand the target language and culture better [6]. 

The introduction of Korean traditional festivals and culinary culture in the illustrations can help 

learners gain a deeper understanding of Korean culture, promote their cross-cultural cognition and 

communication skills. 

Therefore, the design and use of illustrations in this textbook are influenced by concepts from 

multiple learning theories. They play a vital role in the textbook, enhancing learners' interest and 

motivation, strengthening their understanding and memorization abilities, providing cultural 

background knowledge, and helping learners gain a comprehensive understanding of the target 

language and culture. In conclusion, the position, quantity, and content of illustrations in this 

textbook are carefully designed to serve a crucial function, not only in increasing learners' interest 

and motivation but also in helping them better understand and memorize the course content while 

providing cultural background knowledge that facilitates their comprehensive understanding of the 

target language and culture. 

5. Conclusions  

This paper seeks to evaluate the use of illustrations in the textbook "Standard Korean 3," 

specifically examining the quantity, placement, and content of the images. The textbook has a 

significant number of illustrations, with 49 main text sections accompanied by 41 images. As such, 

it is crucial to ensure that the illustrations serve their intended purpose by being appropriately 

placed and relevant to the main text. 

One of the key factors to consider is the quantity of illustrations in the textbook. While having an 

ample number of images can enhance learners' understanding and engagement, excessive use of 

illustrations may become distracting or overwhelming. The textbook author must find a balance 

between the number of illustrations and the amount of written text to provide an optimal learning 

experience. 

The placement of illustrations is also crucial to their effectiveness. Ideally, images that are 

directly relevant to the main text should be placed as close to the relevant section as possible. This 

way, learners are more likely to engage with and comprehend the material as they read. On the 

other hand, images that are not closely related to the main text can be positioned after the relevant 

section to supplement the learning experience. 

Another key consideration is the content of the illustrations. They should be thoughtfully chosen 

to accurately and effectively represent the main text. Images that are unclear or unrelated to the 

main text may hinder learners' understanding of the material. Therefore, the textbook author should 

select images that vividly and powerfully convey the core content of the main text to help learners 

understand and retain the information. 

Moreover, the diversity of illustrations is essential to prevent monotony and keep learners 

engaged. Textbook authors can incorporate a range of visual aids, such as photos, images, tables, 

graphs, and maps, to offer a more comprehensive learning experience. The diversity of visuals also 

caters to learners' different learning styles, ensuring that they can effectively absorb the content 

regardless of their individual preferences. 

In conclusion, to create an effective textbook, textbook authors must carefully consider the use 
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of illustrations in terms of their quantity, placement, and content. By appropriately incorporating 

images, learners can better comprehend and retain the main text, improving their learning outcomes. 
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